Papers on Inner Asia
No. 18

Arash Bormanshinov
Lanham-Seabrook, Maryland

THE LAMAS OF THE KALMYK PEOPLE:
THE DON KALMYK LAMAS

Indiana University
RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR INNER ASIAN STUDIES

Bloomington, Indiana
1991



Indiana University

Research Institute for Inner Asian Studies

PAPERS ON INNER ASIA

Yuri Bregel, Editor

Robert Dankoff, Devin DeWeese, Peter Golden, Gyorgy Kara,
Nazif Shahrani, Elliot Sperling
Consulting Editors

No. 18
(Subseries: Mongolia, Manchuria, and Tibet)



Papers on Inner Asia

No, 18

Arash Bormanshinov
Larham-Seabrook, Maryland

THE LAMAS OF THE KALMYK PEOPLE:
THE DON KALMYK LAMAS

Bloomington, Indiana

1991



The scries Papers on Inner Asia consists of scholarly papers of vanabI]:: s:zc.(frclalx:; 12312?1"112(81
pages), cach published and bound scparately. Inner Asia is defincd as the rcrg:on e
Islamic Central Asia (the arecas sometimes called Wesgern, E_astcrn, a‘nd A ghaz urht_:s an),
Mongolia, Manchuria, and Tibet. The papers deal with various topics rf:lalc to this vast
region: history, philology, linguistics, anthropology, archcology, economics, Ftl:)nlcmpofa{y
problems, and so on. Works on certain subjects that transcend thc‘boundancs of Inner Asia in
its strict scnsc, but are relevant for the study of its languages, history, and culture, are also
included, for instance, the ancient and medieval history etc. of the peoples of the East Euro-

pean steppes, or the modern history of Afghanistan.

The series is divided into the following subseries: (1) chcr.a]; (;)'Ancienl Inner Asia;
(3) Central Asia; (4) Mongolia, Manchuria, and Tibet; (5) Altaic linguistics,

The series Papers on Inner Asia is designed to ensure prompt publication of scholarly papers
and to facilitate the publication of longer papers, which are large enough not to be accgplcd by
most scholarly journals. As a rule, no stylistic editing is done, with possible exceptions for
papers written in a language other than the author’s native tongue. After the manuscript sub-
mitted for publication is reviewed by the editors, it is returned to the author whose
responsibility is to prepare a camera-ready copy of the text in accordance with technical

requirements set up by the Research Institute for Inner Asian Studies, which undertakes to
publish the paper within one month after the receipt of the camera-ready copy.

All correspondence related to the FPapers on Inner Asia (requests for the copies of the techni-
cal requirements, proposals of papers for publication, submission of manuscripts, orders for
single papers and standing orders) should be addressed to The Editor, Papers on Inner Asia,
Research Institute for Inner Asian Studies, Indiana University, Goodbody Hall 343,
Bloomington, Indiana 47405, U.S.A.

The price of individual copies is $ 3.50 for papers up to 50 pages in length and $ 4.50 for
Papers of more than 50 pages. For overseas customers the rates are: surface mail - $ 3.95 for

Hap]crs up to 50 pages and $ 5.50 for papers over 50 pages; air mail - $ 4.95 and §$ 7.55, respec-
tively.

(C) Research Institute for Inner Asian Studies

1991

ISSN 0893-1860



CONTENTS

Page
Preface _ ii
Foreword to the First Edition iii
Text s 1
Notes 21
Bibliography 37
Abbreviations : 48
Glossary 51

Photographs 53



PREFACE

The present study is a completely revised, considerably augmented, and rewr_itten
edition of Lama Arkad Chubanov, His Predecessors and Successors: A Study of the History
of the Kalmyk Lamaist Church in the Don Cossack Region of Russfa (College Park,
Maryland: Birchbark Press, 1980). In the intervening years, many previously inaccessible
pertinent materials (books, articles in journals and newspapers, photographs) became
available, thanks to the courtesy of the Saltykov-Shchedrin State Public Library and the
USSR Academy of Sciences Library, both of Leningrad, and the Library of Congress.
The author of these lines wants to take this opportunity to tender his many thanks to
those three great libraries and their competent staff. Additional oral interviews with
elderly Don Kalmyks were useful in verifying and augmenting information relative to
certain lamas. The present author wishes to express his deep gratitude to them all.

The most important relevant source materials with regard to the Don Kalmyks
and their lamas are located in Novocherkassk and Rostov-on-Don, They represent two
categories of documentation, viz, the primary archival materials waiting to be
researched and Published, and secondary sources such as the pre-1920 Don Cossack

extremely valuable for any serious research. A definitive study can be written after
unhindered access to all the above-mentioned materials can be secured.
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