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ASIA -HISTORY

THE MAKING OF MODERN TIBET
A.TOM GRUNFELD

Tibet is one of the late 20th century’s great enigmas. Scaled off
from the rest of the world for millennia, it has spawned myths and
legends which remain even to this day. Modern historians have
done little to dispel these myths while adding new ones of their
own.

This book is the first attempt to reach beyond polemics by
seriously weighing both sides of the argument (Tibetan refugees
and China). It examines their conflicting claims in the light of
archival material — much of it previously ignored — from Britain,
the United States, the refugees themselves, and China.

A brief introduction to Tibetan culture and early history provides
the background for a primary concentration on 20th century
events. Palace intrigues among the Tibetan ruling elite, Tibet’s
role as a pawn in imperialism’s ‘Great Game’, and its historic
relationship with China are all discussed. The situation since 1950
is examined both internally and in relation to covert attempts by
the USA, Taiwan and India to disrupt Tibetan life and bring
pressure on China.

Dr Grunfeld’s account concludes with chapters on the position of
Tibetan exiles, as well as the current situation in the country since
Deng Xiaoping's accession to power and the introduction of
far-reaching changes in China generally.

Dr A. Tom Grunfeld, a Canadian sinologist, was educated at the School of
Oriental and African Studies in London, and New York University.
Currently Assistant Professor of History at Empire State College of the
State University of New York, he is the author of scholarly articles in The
China Quarterly, Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars, and Tibetan
Review: and has contributed to Encyclopedia of China Today and the
Concord Desk Encyclopedia (Time-Life Books).

“At last a history of Tibet by someone who has no axe to grind.” Chris
Mullin, author of Minority Rights Group report: The Tibetans.

“This sympathetic account of recent Tibetan history is the most
authoritative yet . .. superb detail and penetrating analysis make it a truly
impressive book.™ Larry Jagan, editor, /nside Asia.

ISBN 0-86232-481-5 (UK)
ISBN 0-87332-415-3 (USA)



