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Preface

The history and culture of the Muslim peoples of the
world are part of the shared heritage of humankind, In
recent years, the historical experience of Muslims has
taken on major significance in world affairs. This
heightened awareness, unfortunately, has in many
cases, led the media and the popular imagination of
Westerners to a distorted view of Islam. In explaining
current events in the world, Muslims are often por-
trayed in homogenized fashion; their rich diversity and
heritage has remained unrecognized or unrepresented.
By focusing on the turbulent regions of the Muslim
world and its radical leaders, who are adherents for a
restored vision of early Islam, an image has been cre-
ated which represents Muslims to be violently opposed
to other values, particularly those of the West. This
imagined and fictitious contrast distorts and misrepre-
sents the variety in present-day and historical life of the
Muslim world; overlooks the lengthy exchanges and
fruitful interaction that have taken place between
Muslims, other cultures, and civilizations, including the
West, reduces its meaning to the realm of romance and
stereotype; and confirms and reinforces ancient preju-
dices.

This book provides a perspective on the historical
formations of the worldwide Muslim community from
Arabia to the Philippines; it portrays the intellectual,
spiritual, and institutional pluralism that has developed
during a history of over fourteen centuries. Muslim
Almanac examines particular regional developments
showing the evolution of Muslim societies within local
and global contexts, revealing the diversity that exists

xiii

among individual Muslims, traditions, and various peri-
ods of Muslim history. It explores the process of its per-
meation and interaction in the different cultures of the
world and examines the multiple expressions, as well
as conflicts and tensions that have occurred in Muslim
history to the present.

This publication allows the reader to build on the
foundations of Islam by tracing Muslim history through
its various geographical contexts and to understand the
specific nature of Islam in each of its regional expres-
sions. The study of each realm and region provides an
interconnected setting for an overview of the intellec-
tual and cultural achievements in Islamic contexts.
These include the study of theology, law, philosophy,
and science; the arts and literature; education and
learning; and architecture.

Dramatic changes have taken place in the Muslim
world within the last two centuries. The chapters on
Muslims in modern times explore these changes and
their implication for all facets of Muslim life and soci-
ety.

The writers of various chapters of Muslim Almanac
are scholars—each specializing in the subject in which
they have contributed. Their work represents the acad-
emic study of Islam; their insights are based not only on
research, but also from personal experiences from liv-
ing in different parts of the Muslim world. This pro-
vides an indepth look at the faith and culture of Islam,
the history, and achievements of a world religion,

whose traditions and civilization continue to play an in-
fluential role in our world.



