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An Islamic institute located in Eastern Turkistan, where the se

lection process of student

Never an ‘inalienable’ part of China, Eastern Turkistan has, in fact, remained a

7 Letter to the Editor
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5 is in progress, as seen in the picture above:
territory under Chinese occupation.

ous Rectification:

A Rejoinder on Eastern Turkistan

Mr  Zhai Jun. the Chinese
Counsellor of the Chinese Embas-
sy 1o Riyadh, rectified. in his let-

ter ol November 18. 1994, the
name ol Eastern Turkistan and
claimed that the nuclear tests

starting from 1980s, conducted by
the Chinese government in East-

1 Turkistan, have not brought
to the people living in this

1
i

MO

According to Mr Zhai Jun,
£ Turkistan’s  legitimate
name should be Xinjiang. “Xinji-
ang has been an inalienable part
of China since ancient times and

as51iem

The 543

the so-called ‘Eastern Turkistan®
was created by a small handful of

foreigners.” Being an Eastern
Turkistani, [ feel pity for Mr

Zhai’s lack of knowledge in histo-
ry.

IUis true that the 1erm “China™
(Middle Kingdom in Chinese) a
peared in ancient times, but.
graphically, this term covers only
the arcas between the valleys of
Changjiang and Yellow Rivers,
where live the Chinese nationali-
ty.! In 1922, the Declaration, ap-
proved by the Second National
Congress of the Communist Party

P-
g2co-

of China, used the term *Chinese
Metropolitan ~ Territory.” which
means explicitly the Chinese-
populated areas between the val-
leys of Changjiang and Yellow
Rivers. The very Declaration also
used the terms “Mongolia, Tibet
and the Muslim Territories® {East-
ern Turkistan and other Muslim-
populated regions such as Qin-
ghai and Gansu)” which means
that these areas are distinct from
the “Chinese Metropolitan Terri-
tory.” Such demarcation of terri-
tories and the specific terms ap-
plied on these territories have
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been used for thousands of years
by all the successive feudai and
imperial dynasties, Mr Zhai Jun
should have known of this before
having contributed his article.

I don’t want to make further
explanation on the term “Eastern
Turkistan™ as numerous historical
and present documents have ap-
plied and have been applying it.
Perhaps, Mr Zhai Jun doesn’t
know that in some Chinese dic-
tionaries one can also find pre-
cised explanation on the term of
Eastern Turkistan.® What [ would
like to add is that the term Eastern
Turkistan has been used for more
than one thousand years whereas
that of Xinjiang was given by the
Qing (Manchu) Empire in 1884

_shortly after it was occupied and

annexed to the Chinese territory.

As a matter of fact, Eastern
Turkistan has never been an inali-
enable part of China since ancient
times, but a country under Chi-
nese occupation. During a period
of more than one thousand years
beginning from the last reign of
Tang Dynasty (A.D. 618-907) till
that of Qing Dynasty (A.D. 1616-
1912), the Chinese could only
rule the Chinese Metropolitan
Territory, which is actually within
the Great Wall. The administra-
tive areas of the dynasties of
Yuan (Mongol) and Qing (Man-
chu) had extended out of the
Great Wall, but both nynasties

were ruled by non-Chinese. Al-
though the dynasties of Han (B.C.
206 - A.D. 220) and Tang had
partly extended their power (o
some parts of Eastern Turkistan
out of the Great Wall, their juris-
diction was in fact titular and last-
ed for a very short time.

It would be ridiculous, if one
claims ihai the Great Britain,
Francc 10 the North Africa
should heiono 1o Ttaly just for the
reason the Roman Empire
had once rud jurisdiction over
Western | vope and North Africa
W0 thousund years ago. Further-
Mmore, the H:n and Tang dynasties

had once excercised their admin-

Istrative power over Korea and
Vietnam, and this kind of jurisdic-
tion also existed during the Qing
dynasty. If the Chinese claim now
that Korea and Vietnam are the
“Sacred Territories” of China. it
would certainly cause a world-
wide great disturbance,

So far as the nuclear tests in
Eastern Turkistan are concerned, |
was surprised 1o see Mr Zhai
Jun’s attitude of denying the cal-
astrophic effects of these tests on
the population in this region.
Bom and grown up in Urumchi in
Eastern Turkistan, a city of 1.5
million people and about 400 kil-
ometres to Lop Nur, the nuclear
test ground, I witnessed human
tragedies caused by nuclear tests
since China’s first nuclear test
was conducted on the 16th of Oc-
tober 1964 (not in 1980 as Mr
Zhai Jun rectified!).

In 1970, my wife was sent to
work in  Pichan (Shanshan)
County. During her one year's
work there, we discovered that in
most of the villages to the south
of this county, women and men
virtually became sterile because
there we had never.seen a child
younger than five years and no
birth had been recorded in those
villages since 1965. Later, we
came to know that these villages
are among the nearest human pop-
ulated areas to the nuclear test site
(180 kilometres only)!

Although China never disclos-
es official statistics on the nuclear
victims in Eastern Turkistan, one
can easily find out how serious
the situation is. Take Urumchi as
an example. The rate of human
cancer is increasing at an aston-
ishing speed. In the People’s Hos-
pital of Xinjiang Autonomous Re-
gion in Urumchi City, mortal
cancer rate was only several cases
a year in the late 1960s, it in-
creased lo several cases a month
in 1970s and again further in-
creased in 1980s. Now the num-
ber of cancer reports in this hospi-
tal is at least 70 per day compared
with an average of 1,500 sick vis-
its per day,! which means that

every day the doctors in this hos-
pital are discovering that out of
every hundred patients some five
are suffering from mortal cancer.
In the areas that are nearer to the
nuclear test ground. it was report-
ed that cancers have become com-
monly encountered disease and
doctors refuse to treat cancer pa-
tients of late stage as they see no
hope to save them from death.

According to Dr Lius.? a can-
cer specialist in the Urumchi Tu-
mor Hospital, the mammary can-
cer and the carcinoma of uterus
have become most widespread
diseases among women. After a
general health examination on the
population conducted in 1993 in
Urumchi City, more than ten per
cent of women were found suffer-
ing from mammary cancer and
the carcinoma of uterus.

The rapidly increasing number
of cancer cases in Eastern Turki-
stan is not the only disease that
may have been caused by nuclear
tests, the increasing cases of con-
genital deformity among children,
various human skin diseases and
some unidentified diseases have
been taking more and more lives
of Eastern Turkistani people. I
would like to remind Mr Zhai Jun
of the fact that compared with
other Chinese provinces, the case-
death ratio in Eastern Turkistan is
the highest.®
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