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In the twentieth century the Russian empire suf-
fered two military and political defeats in the
East: in Manchuria in 1905, inflicted by the
Japanese, and in Afghanistan in 1989, at the
hands of the Afghan Mujahidin. Both debacles
preceded major internal unheavals and revolu-
tions which marked the end of an imperial tradi-
tion and of an era — the tsarist empire of the
Romanovs in the first case, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics in the second. However, one
multinational empire remains, albeit a much
reduced one — the Russian Federation led by
President Boris Yeltsin.

This book deals with the history of the Mus-
lim North Caucasus, one of the remaining and
most rebellious colonial dominions left to Russia.
The writings presented here cover a span of four
centuries, including Ivan the Terrible’s strategic
alliance with Circassian noblemen, the holy wars
and conquest of the nineteenth century, the 1917
October Revolution, through to the present
crisis in Chechnia and Ingushetia which may well
presage the disintegration of the Russian Federa-
tion as we know it. It is argued that the North
Caucasus, repeatedly conquered but never sub-
dued, has played a key role in shaping Russian
colonial policy and mistrust of Islam, which has
been a powerful inspiration to the resistance of
the North Caucasian Mountaineers to Russian
rule. The book will be indispensable for under-
standing the future of ethnic relations and
national politics in Russia.

For a note on the authors, see back flap
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