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The Russian conquest of Central Asia in the 1860s and 1870s brought that region
into contact with modernity, undermining the influence of traditional religious clites
and practice. The Jadids, a new group of influential Muslim intellectuals, attempted
to reconcile Islam with modernity. Through education, literacy, and use of the press,
the Jadids sought to safeguard the indigenous Islamic culture by adapting it to mod-
ern conditions. By maintaining close ties with intellectuals from the rest of the Islam-
ic world from the Ottoman empire to India, the Jadids established a place for their
traditions not only within the changing culture of their own land but within the larg-
er modern Islamic world.

In The Politics of Muslim Cultural Reform, Adeeb Khalid offers the first extended
examination of cultural debates in Central Asia during Russian rule. Khalid uses pre-
viously untapped literary sources from Uzbek and Tajik as well as archival materials,
many previously unavailable, from Uzbekistan, Russia, Britain, and France to explore
themes such as Russia’s role as a colonial power and the politics of Islamic reform
movements. By showing how Jadid efforts paralleled developments elsewhere in the
world while offering a social history of the Jadid movement, Khalid broadens the
scope of his work to include a comparative study of Muslim societies, an examina-
tion of indigenous intellectual life within colonial societies, and an investigation of
ideas of education and the dissemination of knowledge in the early modern period.
Khalid has written a theoretically sophisticated and wide-ranging book that will rem-
edy the dearth of scholarship on this important period.

“Other scholars have dealt with the Jadid movement, but none approaches this study
in the quality of its scholarship and contextual social history. Khalid makes the poli-
tics of cultural reform in early modern Central Asia accessible to a wide scholarly
-audience.” —Dale Elckelman author of The Middle East and Central Asia:

; An Anthropological Approach (3rd ed., 1998)

“Original an"d sfimulafing Thi's's'r'uay has both the empathy of a contemporaneous

_insider and the critical objectivity of an informed outsider. Sc.holars of communism,
Muslim Asian h1story and society, and of the colonial to postcolomal transition 1n
'-Z,general \wll welcome this book as a new amculauon of the't ature f’modermst move-
* ments and a stimulus to further research

— ohn Per y,,Um ersntv of Chn..lgo

Adeeb Khalid is Assistant Professor of Hlstur) at Carleton College.
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