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The Royal Hordes:
Nomad Peoples
of the Steppes

E. D, PIILLIPS

The very word nomad is exciting—
and the nomads have always stirred
the imagination of those who live in
settled, humdrum communitics.

But nomads have also been a threat
to the peace of urban dwellers
whose affluence they coveted, and
nomads have often determined the
course of civilizations and empires.
The dual story of nomadism—

as a way of life, and as a destroyer
of other ways of life—is told here
from its probable origins in the
primitive farming of the fourth
millennium B.C. to the end of the
first age of the mounted nomads
marked by the advance of the Huns
in the fifth century A.D. It is told
in rich detail—the treasures found in
the graves of legendary chiefs at
such sites as Maikop, Kul Oba,
Pazyryk, Noin Ula; the mode of life
that was an extraordinary blend of
barbarism and great sophistication;
the vigor and startling conventions
and distortions of nomadic art; the
folkloric and military and social
history; the romance and the
legend. :

E. D. Phillips, who has for many
years made a study of nomadic life,
is Reader in Greek at the Queen’s
University of Belfast.

32 color plales
109 black, and white illusirations
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Other distinguished volumes in this new series

Egypt to the End of the Old Kingdom

BY CYRIL ALDRED

“Man fears time, yet time fears the pyramids,” the Arabic
proverb goes. In this book the most recent expert findings
of archacology are brought together to describe the slowly
evolving civilization whose zenith was reached with the
‘Pyramid Age that planned its monuments for all eternity.
41 color plates, 95 black-and-white illustrations

Early Mesopotamia and Iran

BY M. E. L. MALLOWAN

The ancient ‘Land of the Two Rivers’ known geographically
as Mesopotamia, and now Iran, is the Biblical site of Noah’s
Flood. Recent archacological discoveries confirm the Old
Testament story of an all-obliterating flood from which rose
the great Sumerian civilization of the third millennium B¢,
with its astonishing scientific knowledge and tremendous
artistic achievement. A distinguished archacologist reveals
these findings and paints a superb pottrait of Sumeria.
43 color plates, 99 black-and-white illustrations
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