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The Heavenly lake
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The Red Hill
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Urumgqi

Urumqi was on the northern route of
the ancient Silk Road, It was a rich and
verdant pasture over two thousand years
apQa

After liberation, the Hans and the
minority nationalities built and developed
this city with their combined ciforts, The
golden scason of this oasis is from May to

September. Tourists from all parts of the
world flock to sample our famed Hami
melons and seedless grape and the
appetizing local cuisine, and also watch
traditional sports and games has “Girl
Chase™ and "Goar Tussle
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The Baizeklik
Thousand — buddha
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The Flaming Mountains
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Barbecuing kabob
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The Roza Festival
(The Lesser Bairam)
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The Flaming Mountains



According to historical records, Turpan
was the location of the Former Che Shi
Kingdom, and the royal capital was in the
ancient city of Jiaohe, In 327 A.D. Zhang
Juen of the Former Liang Regime began
,to build the Prefecture of Gaochang. In
the Tang Dynasty (618—907A.D.) Xi Zhou
(the Western State) was established
here, and the Anxi Duhufu, the supreme
military and administrative organ over the
whole Western Region, was also situated
here. Turpan then began to be one of the
communities for the Hui Gu (Uigurs of
today) inhabitants. When Xinjiang was
‘united in the Qing Dynasty (1644—1911)
Turpan was under the rule of the Imin
Khoja"Family up till the end of the Qing
Dynasty. :

Turpan is hot and dry. The climate is
favorable for the growth of melons, grapes
and other fruit, which are produced in
abundance. Twpan is crowned ‘“the land
of fruit” being known world—wide for its
seedless grapes and melons.

The Flaming Mountains nearby attract
._iourists from all parts of the country and

* all over the world with their fairy-tale

legends.
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The ancient name for Kuche was
Qiuci, the focal point' of Oriental and
Occidental culture and the centre of poli-
tics, economics and culture of the north-
west border since the days of the Han
and Tang Dynasties. Qiuci was one of the
big kingdoms of the ancient Western
Region, and had under its jurisdiction
Luntai, Shaya, Xinhe, Baicheng, Aksu and
Wushi counties, with today’s Kuche as its
centre.

Kuche is the homeland of Qiuci song
and dance. In the music of the ancient
Western Region, the music of Qiuci is
most highly appreciated. Even today, the
people of Kuche, regardless of men or
women, old or young, all excel in singing
and dancing. Arriving in Kuche, one is
immediately immersed in a sea“of songs
and dances. : !
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The White
Jade River

Khotan, a place named Yutan in an-
cient times, is at the southern tip of the
Xinjiang Uigur Autonomous Region [
used to be an important place in the days
of the ancient Silk Road.

The ancient Yutan Kingdom had long
been famous. It was one of the earliest
centres of Buddhism in the Western Re-
gion, where many well-known monks had
lefted their footmarks. \ ;

Khotan is a fertile oasis and it IS
blessed with the three special local pro-
ducts of silk, jade and rugs, famed thr-
oughout the world.
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Kashgar, known as the Kingdom of
Shu Le in the Han Dynasty, is linked to
the Kirghiz pastures in the north, Central
Asia in the west, India in the south and
the Yangguan Pass and the Yumen Pass
in the east, a communications centre in
China’s east-west traffic in the days of
the ancient Silk Road. Merchant caravans
stopped here to reorganize and distribute
their merchandise, making it a busy cen
tre of trade.

Kashgar has a history of over 2,000
years, and archeological ruins date back
to 1640 or earlier. There are tombs of
Moslem saints and the tomb of the le-
gendary imperial concubine by the name
of Fragrance, reputed to be buried here.
There is also the 1d Kah Mosque which
has a long history of over 400 years and
is known as a world-famous seminary
where many imams of the Islam studied.

The handicraft industry and handicraft
products of Kashgar rank superior to any
other place in Xinjiang,
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National handicrafts
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