THE TURNING
OF
THE TIDE

RELIGION IN CHINA TODAY

Edited by
JULIAN F. PAS

HONG KONG BRANCH
ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY
in association with
HONG KONG
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
OXFORD NEW YORK
1989



Oxford University Press

Oxford  New York  Toronto
Pataling Jaya  Singapore  Hong Kong Tokya
Delhi - Bombay  Caleutta Madras  Karachi

Nairobi  Dar es Salaam  Cape Town
Melhourne  Auckland

and associated companies in
Berlin - Ihadan

© Hong Kong Branch of the Royal Asiatic Societ y |

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may he reproduced, !
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, inan v form or by any means, {
clectronic, mechanical, photacopying, recording, or otherwise, i
without the prior permission of Oxford University Press

‘Oxford” is a trade mark of Oxford University Press

First published 1989
Published in the United States
by Oxford University Press, Inc., New York

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data

The Turning of the tide: religion in China today, i
1. China. Religions :

L. Pas, Julian F. II. Royal Asiatic Society of Great {
Britain and Ireland. Hong Kong Branch }
291°.0951 :

ISBN 0-19-584101-8 i

ISBN 0-19-585117-X pbk ‘

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data : '
The Turning of the tide: religion in China today/edited by Julian
F. Fas.

it s .

p- cm.
Includes bibliographical references.
ISBN 0-19-584101-8: £28.00 (U.S.). — ISBN 0-19-5851 17-X (pbk.):

$18.00 (U.S)
1. China — Religion — 20th century. 2. Hong Kong — Religion —
20th century. I. Pas, Julian F.
BL 1802, T87 1989

200795125 — dc20  89-39603 cip

Printed in Hong Kong by Yee Tin Tong Printing Press, Lid,,
Tong Cho

: St, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong

‘Pub!uh_ed py !lu; Hong Kong Branch, Royal Asiatic Saciety,

tn association with Oxford Unj versity Press, Warwick House,
Hong Kong




PREFACE

Like many organisations in present day Hong Kong, the
Royal Asiatic Society, Hong Kong Branch, is pondering the future.
Hopes and fears attend the impending return of the territory to
Chinese sovereignty in 1997 and the establishment of the promised
highly autonomous Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in
that year. We believe that reliable information about what is hap-
pening in China today is vital to shaping the policies that will assist
in producing a satisfactory outcome in 1997, for individuals and
associations as well as for our future government.

This book is about one aspect of the national life: religion
in China today. It has been produced by scholars who are acquaint-
ed with the contemporary scene, some of them Chinese by residence
as well as race. Between them, they have provided a first-hand and
as far as possible accurate, in depth account. They are mindful of
the incomplete nature of their work, its limited geographical cover,
and of the fast changing, unfolding nature of current developments
in this field. However, they feel, as we do, that an authoritative
statement at this time will be of value to many people, especially
those belonging to religious groups in Hong Kong.

Their account enables us to see how religion has been
affected by, and is responding to, the modernisation policies and
more outward looking stance of the present leadership of the
People’s Republic. Its handling by the authorities is a reflection, in
part, of the human rights situation in the country. In this wider
context, it provides a yardstick by which to measure China’s pro-
gress towards modernisation, and even more, its intentions to-
wards the individual and non-government agencies in a Commu-
nist, turning socialist, country.

The fact that the text takes us only up to 1985 or there-
abouts is, to my mind, of considerably less importance than the
light shed upon these opening and in some ways formative years of
the resurgence of overt religious activities in mainland China, and
the less tangible spiritual movements underlying them. In this re-
spect, it is hoped that this book of essays represents a benchmark
that will assist others to assess the events and developments of the
intervening period in this important field, and to interpret those
occurring in the years immediately to come. Indeed, our editor and
some of the contributors are already talking of another volume!
Surely, this is all for the good.

It was for these reasons that the Royal Asiatic Society,
Hong Kong Branch, decided to finance the publishing of this work.
However, publication would not have been possible without a grant
covering half the cost from the Chinese General Charities Fund.
This was made available by courtesy of the Chinese Temples Com-



mittee, a statutory public body serviced by the Cit Y and New Tery,.
tories Administration of the Hong Kong Government, The applica-

tion to the Committee was made in the beliefthat the work wil| beof

benefit to Hong Kong, as well as to the much wider group of persons
outside Hong Kong with an interest in the subject. The RAS Coun.
cil wishes to record its great appreciation of this help, so timely
given,

The Council also wishes to express its appreciation to the
President’s publication fund (University of Saskatchewan) for q
grant in aid to assist the editor in the editorial work .

Finally, a special word of appreciation is due to the edj-
tor. Dr Julian Pas is a member of the Hong Kong Branch, Royal
Asiatic Society and a contributor to our annual Journal. He con-
ceived the idea of this volume a few years ago following one of his
visits to China, and has been tireless in making all the editorial
arrangements leading to completion of the finished typescript.
Without his enthusiastic and infectious leadership I doubt whether
the project could have been realized.

Hong Kong, March 1989 JAMES HAYES
President, Hong Kong Branch,
Royal Asiatic Society
POSTSCRIPT

Since these words were written, momentous events have
taken place in China. Their impact has made itself felt world-wide,
but it is still impossible to forecast the outcome in China itself. If
anything, they have enhanced the value of the contributions to this
book, with their part record of the unfolding religious and human
rights scene up to mid 1989.

I have also to record the agreement of Oxford University
Press (Hong Kong) to co-publish this work. The assistance of the
Press was sought to facilitate publici y and marketing, which clear-
ly would be on a wider basis than anything the RAS Hong Kong
Branch might contrive unaided. This is the second time that we
have entered into co-publication with Oxford (Hong Kong), and I
Wish to ti_zank them for their courtesy, consideration and assistance
in agreeing to the joint venture at q late stage in our publishing
arrangements.

I have also to record our appreciation of our printers,
Messrs Yee Tin Tong, who have also handled the last few issues of
the Journal of the Branch, and especially their Mr. Henry Law.
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China is g i :
o s‘c(:‘lb lsmla Itl:ounlry o!‘ rt;l‘nglou.s pluralism,
y y yuncertainties. Without doubt
ll‘u.‘ greatest problem facing religion in
China today is the fundamentally irrecon-
mlab_lq contradiction between Marxism and
a {'cllgtous world view. Both sides are aware
of this problem and it seems that, if these
theoretical contradictions can somehow be
accommodated, there is a modest hope for
the future of the various branches of reli-
gious belief in China.

! This volume, published by the Hong
Kong qunqh of the Royal Asiatic Society,
in association with Oxford University
_Press, presents a collection of essays by an
immternational group of scholars. Their
knowledge of different aspects of religious
practice makes this a most valuable source
for all who seek an understanding of the
present state of religion in China.

The editor of this volume, Dr Julian F. Pas,
was born in Belgium and studied theology at
the University of Louvain. He also studied
Chinese languages and culture in Taiwan
and obtained his Ph.D. in Asian religions at
McMaster University, Canada. Since 1969
he has been teaching at the University of
Saskatchewan, Canada, where he is a pro-
fessor of religious studies. He is now a Cana-
dian citizen. He has published a dozen arti-
cles on Chinese religion and is now
preparing several book manuscripts on
Taoism and Chinese popular religions. He
is the current editor of the Journal of Chi-

nese Religions.

The contributors include scholars from the
United States, Canada, Hong Kong, Japan,
Holland, Belgium, and West Germany.
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