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PREFACE.

SE————

HE recent settlement of the Russo-Afghan Fron-
tier question has suggested the present as a
suitable time to meet a wish that has been expressed
for a popular edition of my larger work on “ Russian
Central Asia, including Kuldja, Bokhara, Khiva, and
Merv.” It suggested also the desirability of adding an
Appendix, showing the course of events and diplomatic
correspondence which led to the appointment of
the Afghan Boundary Commission, and of giving a
sketch of the manner in which the delimitation had
been performed. Upon inquiry at the libraries of the
Royal Geographical Society and at the India Office
for a compendium on the subject, I was told that
no such summary existed. I have endeavoured,
therefore, to make one from the Blue Books at the
India Office, and from letters supplied, by officers on
the Commission, to the Times of London and the
Pioneer of India, some of the latter of which, up to
the return of the major portion of the Indian escort,
have appeared in  Travels with the Afghan Boundary
Commission,” by Lieut. A. C. Yate.

In condensing material and making extracts from
the Blue Books on Central Asian Correspondence from
1872, 1 have been careful frequently to give dates or
other clues whereby those who wish to examine
matters more minutely can readily refer to the sources
quoted ; and I would take this opportunity to thank the
officials at the India Office for their courtesy and
readiness to afford me assistance.
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The student and specialist who may desire further
information concerning Central Asia generally, and not
merely the ground over which I travelled, I venture to
refer to my larger work of 1,500 pages, which gives
4,300 species of fauna and flora in about twenty lists
with introductions, adds a bibliography of 700 titles,
and treats more or less fully of the geography, economy
and administration, ethnology, antiquities, history,
meteorology, geology, zoology, and botany of all parts
of Russian Turkistan, Kuldja, Bokhara, Khiva, and
Turkmenia, down to the frontier of Afghanistan.

The present work is chiefly a personal narrative,
many whole chapters, and most of the notes, of the
large edition being omitted, except such as refer to
patriarchal and Persian customs, which have been
appreciated as throwing light upon Biblical ethno-
graphy.

Subsequently to the sheets being printed, or nearly
S0, my attention was called to g book entitled “ In
Russian and French Prisons,” by P, Kropotkine,
wherein my name figures as «a F oreigner on Russian
Prisons,” and my testimony is called in question. On

MOSt part reprints of articles which have appeared in
the periodical Press. They were before me, | believe,
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