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SUMMARY

As the Soviet Union unravelled Turkish officials suddenly assumed a great interest in
developments in the Central Asian Turkic republics —namely, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan. In spite of common historical, cultural, linguistic and
ethnic links, in practice Turkey had paid little attention to these territories until the final
months of Gorbachev’s presidency. In a burst of euphoria, promoted in part by the
interest of the leaderships of the Turkic republics, and supported by the West — fearful
of the possible expansion of Iranian influence — Turkey rapidly became actively involved
in Central Asia. Rising nationalist feeling in Turkey also encouraged Turkish officials
and the public alike to think in terms of Turkic solidarity and brotherhood. Different
sets of policy objectives and ambitions towards Central Asia appeared to emerge among
various ministries, political parties, agencies and lobbies.

The disappointment of the poorly prepared first Turkic Summit, convened in
October 1992. resulted in lowered expectations on Ankara’s part. In addition to
cultivating ties with Turkey, the Central Asian leaderships were cager for economic
and security reasons to remain on good terms with Moscow and were keen to develop
relations with other states interested in the region, such as Iran. However, Turkey has
remained a key player in post-Soviet Central Asia. Turkish businessmen and officials
in Ankara have expanded their economic interests in the area. Credits have been offered
to boost trade turnover and support the extensive activities of Turkish construction
workers in Central Asia. In general, Turkish policy towards the Turkic republics has
become motivated by both sentiment and sclf-intcrest, as shown by developments up to
and immediately after the second Turkic Summit, convened in October 1994. Although
the priority of the Ciller government is still to develop closer relations with Western
Europe, Turkey is likely to remain a major player in Central Asia.



Former Soviet South Project

Established to promote research on the ‘new’ states of Central Asia
and Transcaucasia, the Former Soviet South Project of the RIIA
provides a forum for the dissemination of ideas and information on
the domestic and international developments shaping the policies of
these countries. The output of the project includes two series of
publications: Former Soviet South Papers and Briefings.

The first Former Soviet South Papers are:

‘Gareth Winrow (Bosphorus University), Turkey in Post-Soviet Central Asia
. Analyses the evolution of Turkish political and economic involvement in the
" Central Asian states from the enthusiasm and optimism of 1991-2 to the realism
~ of the mid-1990s.

- Irina Zyviagelskaia (Russian Centre for Strategic Research & International
- Studies), The Russian, Policy Debate on Central Asia
Eocuses on the main strands of thinking and the principal actors and interest

groups influencing Russian policy towards Central Asia.

_ Peter Craumer (Florida International University), Rural and Agricultural
~ Development in Uzbekistan
A study of the economic, social and environmental factors in contemporary

 Uzbekistan’s rural development and their effects on the economy and society of
- the country as a whole.

i Shirin Akiner (SOAS, London University), The Formation of Kazakh Identity
- Asstudy of'the fusion of various elements in the formation of contemporary
.'K'azékh'idcntity, which also sets this process in the broader context of post-Soviet
“nation-building.

- Edmund Herzig (RIIA), Iran and the Former Soviet South
An examination of Iran’s political, economic and ideological interests in the new
states across its northern borders and their responses.
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