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TURKISH MINORITY PRESS IN BULGARIA (1865 -1985)

The origin of the Turkish press in Bulgaria goes back to the Ottoman
period. In 1865 a provincial printinghouse was founded by Midhat Pasha
at Roustchouk (Russe), the capital of the Danube province of the Otto-
man Empire, now the north part of Bulgaria. The same year the first
Turkish newspaper named Tuna (Danube) was published in the same
place. This paper was closed on the day of Russian occupation, 13th
of June 1877.

In 1867 a magazine in Turkish called Mecra-i Efkar (Stream of Opi-
nions), and then in 1875 a bilingual newspaper named Giines/Soleil were
published in Russe. Also other publications in Turkish and Bulgarian
were printed in the Danube Province printinghouse.

t*t
After the Turco-Russian war of 1877-1878, under the terms of the
Berlin Peace Treaty of July 13, 1878, an autonomous Bulgarian Princi-
pality was created on the Danube Province, between the Danube and
the Balkan range. The Turkish inhabitants of this region became Bul-
garian nationals and their minority rights were guaranteed by the same
Treaty.

In 1880 two newspapers in Turkish were published in Sophia, the
capital of the new Bulgarian State, one was named Tarla (Field) and
the other was the Turkish cdition of the Bulgarian Official Gazette.
Two more Turkish newspapers, namely Dikkat (Attention) and Caylak
(Raven) began to be published in Sophia in 1884.

In 1885 Bulgaria annexed Eastern Roumelia, and the Turkish po-
pulation of the country increased. The following years other Turkish
newspapers were published in Sophia, Plovdiv, Russe and Varna.

During the three decades of Bulgarian Principality (1878-1908)
more than 40 newspapers in Turkish languages were published in Bul-
garia : One in Sliven, 8 in Russe, 11 in Sophia and 22 in Plovdiv, the
capital of Eastern Roumelia or the south part of Bulgaria.
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A Turkish newspaper published in Sofia in the years 1894-1908. ::;';_':g:s
the sixth newspaper in Turkish published in Bulgarian capital between e Bulg.:
the others were Tarla (Field). Dikkat (Attention), Gaylak (Raven),
ristan (Free Bulgaria) and Baslangic (Beginning)-
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