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LENETSRI0OFDITECITETROMN

This study of Bukhara, Kokand and Khorezm in the nineteenth century was under-
taken for two main reasons. First, as a contribution to the histories of
territories and peoples who, by the end of the nineteenth century or earlier,
found themselves to be parts of western empires. The contemporary approach is
to study such histories not solely as an extension of that of the metropolitan
country concerned, but in their own right. Work has been and is being done on
South-East Asian and African countries and a similar beginning of the Turkes-
tan khanates, which became part of the Russian Empire, seemed appropriate if

only for comparative purposes. The second reason was to make available to
English-speaking readers some of the material now being published in Soviet
Jjournals and monographs. This material supplements and in certain respects

corrects the mass of descriptive matter produced in the nineteenth century,
when the cities, oases and deserts of Turkestan became the magnet of trav-
ellers, soldiers and oriental scholars from Europe. As a preliminary it was
necessary to bring together existing material in French and English, the en-
tries in the Encyclopaedia of Islam and the two Russian nineteenth century
Encyclopaedias, Brockhaus and Efron, and Granat, and notably the extensive and
scholarly studies of Professor V.V. Barthold. The value of the new Soviet
material is that it provides data on current problems relating to customary
law, land tenure, administrative organization, and the practical processes of
economy. In studying the contact of cultures, whether brought ‘about by an im-
perial situation or otherwise, historians and administrators have come more.
and more to regard customary law (adat) as part of jurisprudence, the sanctions
and limitations of a khan's rule as part of the general study of government,
and the exchange arrangements of subsistence and transitional economies as in-
tegral parts of economic history. The data flor discussing such questions, so
far as the countries of Soviet Central Asia are concerned, can now only be
obtained from Soviet sources (the question of interpretation and handling of
such material by Soviet scholars is beside the immediate point), and I have
therefore found it interesting and useful to select from it and to reproduce it
in manageable form for English readers.

Mary Holdsworth

August 1959



The following general principles have been observed in the transliteration of

Russian and Central Asian names of places, persons and items of source material:

l.

ii

NOTE ON TRANSLITERATTON

A1l Russian names have been transliterated in accordance
with the system advocated by the Permanent Committee on

Geographical Names for Official Use (PCGN).

Central Asian personal names relating to the pre-Russian,
and to some extent the Tsarist, periods are transliter-
ated according to traditional usage followed in English
historical works. Personal names relating to the Soviet
period are transliterated from the Russian spelling

according to the PCGN system, e.g. Khodzhayev.

Geographical names are transliterated according to the PCGN
system from the Russian spelling used in Soviet maps except

where the actual name has been changed, e.g. Shakhrisyabz,

and not Shahr-i-Sabz; but Khojent when used in relation to

the pre-Soviet period, and not Leninabad, the Present-day

name.

L P
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