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Turkestan

by MILDRED CABLE

A S R N A B AT R

Ur umChi: Capltal Of Chin/eSC i

(-

The city of Urumchi, important though it has been for generations as a cenlre of the caravan Irade

of Central Asia, has remained all but unknown to the Western World until recently.

Miss AMildred

{-:'“H‘a part author of 'The Gobi Desert, and one of the few Englishwomen who have ever venlured
into tfm‘_ remole region where Russian and Chinese power reach out lowards one another, gives an
account 1n this article of life in the cily today against its historical background

Cuinese Turkestan is a vast territory em-
bracing deserts, mountain ranges and strange
rivers which rush with torrential force from
the glaciers above, tear their way through the
sand and grit, then bury themselves in some
desolate salt-ringed swamp. It also contains
a large number of small oases and a few big
towns, lying at great distances from each other
but linked by the ancient and historic trade-
routes of Central Asia.

The inhabitants of these towns supply a key
to the historical background of the country
and, while 1 was living among them, a whole
'pifzttlire of bygone days re-formed itself in my
mind.

‘The men of the oases are descendants of
ancient war-hike tribes who perpetually dis-
turbed the less sturdy nations, seized their
territory and drove them westwards. One
horde after another thus swept over the area
north and south of the Tienshan and held the
oases, the pasture-lands and the caravan

RO SCOW
e o i AT "-:'.__

—_— e

ol o#
=
e

i

P

[ S S ]

500t 6000fL. )
Ahovwe G000FL. - 0023
Railwgys |
HoEds

*ﬁﬂiﬂﬂt Tmﬁ m FVRBRENe

T

- il BNk ¥ ¥ . i ¥ . e = B Te U e = L
_1- o . r | o ’ -l ‘- - lI g . " |..- e T I! 3 -‘.I- ' T -";n- - .Ir._.dl 1'_,.‘-_ -
g LT v Al ;:'E"-ﬂl :ﬁﬁ _‘;:]“3 TP N iy S R Ty e T = T My b '.L e S S S - .1_.."#'-1‘;-‘:‘ :i!{'-:t;?n'. " a e .‘Lﬁ":\_:. :-\: .-...'-‘._". i __;__ X

routes until such time as a yet more warlike
race overcame their resistance and scattered
them in turn far and wide.

None of these peoples was wholly dispersed,
nor wholly absorbed by other tribes; and to
this day national strains and charactcristit_:s,
indicative of deep-rooted racial traits, persist
among the men of the oases and the moving
population of the trade-routes. Lusty,
assertive, arrogant men they are, typical of
the warrior tribes from whom they are de-
scended. The true conquerors of the country,
however, are the non-aggressive, peace-loving
Chinese, instinctive colonizers, farmers and
indciatigable traders.

Although forced to live 1n close proximity
in the Gobi oases, these people of varied
racial elements do not love one another, and
their way of life, their everyday habits, their-
dress, their manner of preparing food and of
eating it remain totally different and in strong
contrast one to another. There s very liutle
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intermarriage between them; their forms of
religion are antagonistic, and they each speak
their own inherited mother tongue with only

a superficial knowledge of their m:lghboun

lan
I’hc bazaar of a town situated in any fertile
area is a revelation of racial adaptatmm and

antagonisms. The centre of town life is the
Chinese yamen where the District Mngistrate
administers justice, and the of
soldiers who form his bcdyguaﬂm police
the town and preserve order, is quartered.
Only second in authority. is the principal
mosque where the Mosiem people cliscuss
matters of primary im nce to themselves.
Severe ecc lcaasmai discipline is cxcrcued by

4406

(Left) Hung mwo-dz (Tlle Red
Temple) whick stands a few miles from
Urumchi, and is of such fame locally
that it 1s spoken of a hundred times as a
destination when Urumchs, or Tihwa
as the Chinese call it—is mentioned
only once. (Above) Looking down
Jrom the Red Temple on the city of
Urumchi, surrounded by and spaces
over which desgrt storms sweep. (Oppo-
site, top) Public garden, and
(bottom) main street tn Urumcht

thcmncr circle of Hadjis (those who have
made thcpﬂgnmx?l\: to Mecca) and Ahungs

ung, too, often indicates
a Mmlcm official) and dmobcdlencc to their
orders is checked by such punishment as
flogging and tying up the victim so as to
cause extreme physical pain.

There are definite quarters of the town in-
habited by Chinese only; others where all the
houses are Turki; others again where Tungans
live, mwmml:um uarters where

.‘3 Tibetan and
Tartar travellers mect he bazaar is the one
place where all meet on commun ground—.
not wholly in a spirit of competition, but with
a sense that in the business world each one has
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- a contribution to make to the general well-
being of the community. -

The largest town of Chinese Turkestan is
the modern city which stands on the site
of old Beshbaliq, the name of which con-
stantly recurs in the historical annals of
Dzungaria. Its official name of Tihwa (City
f Enlightenment) is used by Chinese only,
ind even they have a more familiar name for
1s¢ in ordinary talk. On the main travel
ovads, the Chinese bound for Tihwa will al-
vays speak of their destination as Hung
‘mao-dz (The Red Temple). This is an in-
- ignificant spoka few miles from the centre of
- he town but it has succeeded in establishing

s claim to'give a name to the whole locality,
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from a neighbouring oasis. (Above) A shy
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Urumchi has always been essentially an Aswan
centre, gathering lo its market all the merchants
of the caravan routes. This visitor (left) comes

Mongolian Lama

on the bank of a wide, tumultuous and un-
navigable river. and over it towers the lofty
summit of the Bogdo Ola (Mount of God),
which is the highest point of the Tienshan
range. The lower slopes of the Bogdo hold
lovely lakes, cascades, green pastures jewclled
with many wild flowers, and banks on which
the mountain strawberry grows in abundance;
but the town itself is far enough from the
mountain to be surrounded by arid spaces
over which the desert storms sweep, carrying
clouds of dust and grit into 1ts streets.

In stunmer Urumchi is hot and smelly, 1n
the winter its roofs, streets and numberless
aileys are covered by a heavy pall of snow,
but in the transition seasons of spring and
autumn the streets become expanses of the
vilest mud. For one brief hour after sunrise -
and again in the evening twilight, frost
hardens the surface and walking becomes
possible; but all through the day only the
most agile can get about, and that by balan-
cing themselves on the narrowest strips ol
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From Mer Farcies

A group of young girls on parade in Urumchi lto commemoraie one of the fallen leaders of

rebellion

harder ground and leaping from one boulder
to another across spaces of liquid mud.

One ol the interesting things to watch in
Urumchi has been the rise of level in the
town. It has been impossible for the in-
habitants to dispose of their domestic rubbish
in any other way than by dumping 1t on some
waste land. Heavy falls of snow have hidden
the mounds of refuse, and all through the long
cold winter it has seemed a simple matter to
throw cinders just outside the courtyard door.
The result has been to raise the whole street
level, and most people have to go down
several steps to reach their front door.

The houses are lightly built and have Hat
mud roofs, so that when the snowstorms come,
all available men are commandeered to clear
them of snow. When this is neglected, the
snow percolates through every crevice and
quickly melts, running down the inside walls
in littie rivulets.

Within the walls of the city the business
houses are mamly Chinese, but the town is
flanked by two umportant suburbs.
these 1s almost entirely owned by the Tungan
population.

One of

These clever, enterprising people
are Chinese-speaking Moslems whose forbears

came from Western lands, bringing with them dtpped w hlSkL rs, his w 'ust bound w a't;. a gy

Arabic speech and racial traits the remains
which sull strongly impress their descenda:
and make of them a colony which in all |
speech remains alien to the Chinese. Th
women wear a disuncuive dress, are seld.
seen in the streets, and even then go partia
veiled, and have never adopted the cusi
of foot-binding.

The progressive, hvely and colourful side
Urumchi life i1s to be found in the movt
crowds which throng the southern subu
known as the “Foreigners” Quarter’. Thi:
an open trade bazaar and 1t is here i
Chinese, Turki, Kazakh, Sibernian., Tari
Mongolian, Uzbeq, Tibetan and Manchuri
merchants meet and exchange produ
These varied people torm a Central As
crowd of unparallelsd interest. Illach n:
wears his distinctive dress, {oilows his o
customs and handles hi, own particular 1=
of business in a manner handed down to b
by tribal custom. The Turki sits crass-leg
on a lew counter surrounded with mound.
dried fruits and flanked with piles of coarn
woven saddle-bags. - The Tartar, hiv. .
covered with an emhm:dervd skullecass
cheeks ﬂl‘ﬂﬂlﬂﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ‘{l Wit t'h"{'\- SAvis ¥
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sk kerchiet and his lees encased in magni-
crockery and gleaming nickleenlated o arian - the gatewiy behind which lie the spacious

: greaming niekie-plated samovars - grounds ol the Soviet Consulate.  This com-
;.\_nd Kettles, "The Kazakh has sold his par- pound has witnessed radical changes, and
ncular gmwdrf at dawn on the cattle market in belore the tnme ol the Russian Revolution,
the shape of sturdy sieppe horses and he is a0 the Consul's bhodyeuard was tormed of scarlet-
customer coveted by every merchant, tor he  coated Cossacks who rode furiously down the
wants the bost goods on the market and cares . main road scattering the traflic l'il.{{ll and lett.
hitle what he pavs <o that the wares are "The dayvs of the galloping Cossacks are now
pleasitng o him and will impress his nomad passed and plainly clad men of the Red Armiy
callers with  thelr magnificence. The shy have replaced them.  Inside the compound
.!\lttng.:;uh;m and the distrustiul Tibetan move  men and women now call each other tavarish
sell-consciously among the sharp townstolk,  “comrade™) and each must perform the task
profoundly distrusuing their clever wavs and  vequired by the public weal, to which central
oo rapid calculavions, and shp away unobtru-  authority has appointed him. A few years
sively to the mner courtvards off certain ago the Russian administration established a
important hirms which are agents of renowned  department store in the South suburb where
coastal furrier houses and draw their supplies  the wives of men in Consular employ were re-
from hardy nomad hunters 1o retail them  quisitioned and appointed to take their turn
among the fashionable folk of Peking and  atserving customers or in giving assistance in
Shanghai. All these tvpescongregateroundthe  the counting-house.  The shop was stocked
stalls. but the middle of the road is thronged  with goods produced in Siberian factories, the
by heavy treight carts trom Cenwral China.  establishment of which formed part of Russia’s
licht vehicles from the town cart-ranks, long  five-year-plan  of industrial development.
strings of camels, numberless men on horse-  The counters were spread with a great variety
bhack and bullocks ridden by the Kazakhs. of printed cotion goods and gay kerchicls with

For more than amtle the pedestrian elbows :’

Every kind of dress is seen in the streets of Urumchi, from the traditional padded winter garb of
the Tungan {lcft), to the summer trousers worn by the mule as a protection against flies
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which Siberian women cover their fair hair
and which frame so becomingly the pink-and-
white face of the peasant girl,
crockery was as gay as were the prints, and its
brass kettles and fmn(l basins stamped with
the trade mark of sickle and hammer were
both strong and remarkably cheap.  Snow-
boots were another speciality, and the lady
(rom the CGonsulate would serve customers
cither with a pair of the finest felt overshoes
or with heavy felt boots which reached the
knee and secured the wearer against [rost-
bitten toes.

The best houses in the Foreign Quarter
were occupied by émigrés, Russians who were
fiercely opposed to the political regime of their
own country and who, at the time of Revolu-
tion, deliberately chose lifelong exile and
traveiled westward through hardship and
danger to the frontier of Chinese Turkestan.
While the greater number moved on, as far
cast as Tientsin and Shanghai, there were
still enough left to establish large colonies at
Chuguchak, Kulja, Urumchi and in several
other oases. Among them were many cultured
pcople of artistic ability and who spoke several
European languages freely. They carned a
precarious living by any means
which came to hand, yet always
kept the spirit of sociability alive
in spite of diflicult circumstances.

Of late years Urumchi has en-
dured hard times. The strong and
able Provincial Governor Yang
Tseng-hsin was murdered in 1928
at a feast where he was a guest, and
he was replaced by a man of weak
and vacillating character. When
conspiracies arose in this man’s en-
fourage he was unable to handlec
the situation and only succeeded 1n
alienating his friends and increasing
hisenemies. Finally he only escaped
arrest by fleeing in the most undig-
nified manner. The Tungan re-
bellion was in full spate and there
was no one able to seize the reins
of government and control the situ-
ation. The position was one of ex-
treme peril, and in order to stabil-
izc the existing government it was
necessary to ask help ot the strong
neighbour Russia. Response was
immediate hut, needless to say, cer-
tain privileges were required in
return for assistance given.

The possibility of rapid nter-
course by acroplane between Mos-
cow and Urumchi has now brought
the two cities into closer contact

The étalage of

and will cr-rlainly facilitite rﬂmmr'rrml 'nnrf_ R
cultural intercourse.  For several years thert
has been exchange of goods. the Russitn

I.’rlkillg I‘-’ll‘gl' ﬁllp])“t'h ol ravw colion frerrn

Turkestan and supplying textiles and 1 eial
articles ir. return,  Culturally the infloenee
of Russia is now considerable and the Rousstae
language is taught in the higher grade .-'.-:i_'r-f.rf_:f'+
of Urumchi and other large towns,  Facriiies
are also extended by Russia for the admy: r-aiun
of Turkestan students to her Umversinoes.
Colleges of Animal Husbandry and Technical
Institutes. All these things have helped o
cncourage intercourse between the proples
concerned.

The nearest British Consulate has been
fifty-four stages from Urumchi in the tovwn of
Kashgar and it therefore follows that Britsh
influence has been slight in the town and are:t.
A few British missionaries have lived and
worked in Turkestan, but visits from British
Consular Officials have been few. 1t s now
reported that a British Consulate 1s 10 be
opened in Urumchi and this should do mnuch
to further intercourse and promote under-
standing between the people of Turkestan and
those of Britamn.

A Turki child whose interest in the photographer has lured
him away from his_family
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