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Preface

The papers presented here were read during the First European
Seminar on Central Asian Studies, held at Utrecht from 16 to
19 December 1985. This was the first occasion when scholars
from Western European countries and from the USSR gathered
to study different aspects of Central Asian civilization and cul-
ture.

The Seminar was organised at the initiative of the Institute of
Oriental Languages and Cultures and the Department of Religious
Studies of the University of Utrecht, the Royal Netherlands Aca-
demy of Sciences and the Ministry of Education in The Hague.
We are grateful for the support given by these institutions and
for a grant from the Faculty of Arts of the University which
made this publication possible. The original texts of the papers
have been retained as far as possible. The Editors bear full res-
ponsibility for all those changes they felt it necessary to make.

We hope that this first international gathering of scholars in an
area which is fast developping into a separate field of study
will be followed by many others, which will stimulate and in-
crease international cooperation in this field.

The Editors are greatly indebted to Dr. G. Kreyenbroek whose
assistence in correcting some of the proofs proved to be invalu-
able, to Frans Janssen for his creative publishing work, to Drs.
Aad Verboom who took responsibilty for the computerlinguistic
side, to Drs. A. Nauta who assisted in the editing of articles
and finally to Drs. Hanneke van der Heijden, Athea Shawky, Inge
Lauret and Jessica Lutz for their patience in preparing the type-
script.

The Editors
Mark van Damme & Hendrik Boeschoten



