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Publisher’s Note

The publication of Examples of Uygur Architectureal Artis dedicated to the 35th anniversary of the founding
of the People’s Republic of China and the 30th anniversary of the founding of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region. .

Uygur architectural decoration has a long history, dating from the Stone Age. It began with a few simple
curved lines to represent peaks and mountains, showing the people’s respect for nature. These were followed by
sketches of the sun, the moon, and the stars. These were again succeeded by geometric designs, carved patterns, and
bas-reliefs. House decoration became one of the three major branches of the Uygur art, the other two being fresco
and sculpture. Many fine examples can be seen at the Thousand-Buddha Caves at Dunhuang; the Kizil Thousand-
Buddha Caves at Baicheng; the Kumtura Thousand-Buddha Caves, the Simsim Caves, and the Kizilhar Caves at
Kuga; the Bezklic Caves at Turpan; and the Tuyuk Caves at Shanshan.

The spread of Islamism brought new ideas to Uygur architecture. Exquisitely executed decorations appeared
on minarets, domes, gates, lintels, niches, fireplaces, corridors, Mihrap, and columns. They also appeared on
carpets, the Badam cap, the Takiya cap, helmets, shields, horse saddles and stirrups, and the front bar of a cart. The

Uygur decorative art had come of its own and constituted part of China’s and the world’s treasure-house of art and
culture. The best examples are: the Tomb of Sultan Sutuk Bugra Han, the tomb of the scholar Mahmot Kashgar

the tomb of poet Yusuf Has Haji, the leytkar Mosque, and the Tomb of Appak Hoja at Kaxgar, the Tomb of
the Forty Souls at Shache, as well as courtyards and dwellings. Photos of many of these are included in this
album.

Uygur decorative art is highlighted by:

(1) Colorful paintings. Beautiful landscapes, flowers and vases are painted on the door of a drawing room,
niches, Harak, Sarrap, beams, porches, and caisson ceilings or round the Mihrap. The bright colors are in sharp
contrast and yet great harmony.,

(2) Painted carved designs. These are in gypsum or wood. The white gypsum is smooth and quick to solidify,
and therefore is easy to handle. It was used in urban construction from ancient times. Wang Yande, a famous
- traveller of the Han nationality who visited Turpan between 981 and 983 wrote in his book Trips to Gaochang,*“The
capital is a land of flames, it is terribly hot. There is no rain or snow the year round. The rooms are lined with chalk.
The city boasts many pavilions, terraces, flowers and trees.”” Plastic designs are to be seen on mosques, tombs,
domes, minarets, and walls. They are varied in form —some two-directional, and some four-directional; some
round, square, triangular, and some diamond-shaped. Placed in great harmony, the designs bring live to the
structure.

(3) Brick mosaic and carved bricks. The eaves and steps of Uygur houses are often decorated with inlaid
bricksin triangles, or interlocking and overlapping hexagons. Door frames, minarets, domes, walls, and terraces are
adorned with carved bricks arranged in geometrical patterns. These decorations are most important to the Uygur
architecture. Another technique is the use of bricks with cast designs to achieve the effect of gypsum bas-relief, only
more endurable.



(4) Glazed bricks. Green and blue glazed bricks are most commonly used. Besides, there are bricks of other
colors — violet, pink, and white —and with embossed decoration. The unfading color is acquired by firing the
bricks in a kiln. Glistening in the sun, the bricks render a sumptuous air to a Uygur structure.

The Uygur decorative art is closely related to the life and customs of the people. The Uygur people love
gardening; they grow grape and all kinds of flowers in their courtyards. This custom s fully reflected in architectural
decoration. Vices, leaves, flowers, buds, petals, fruits, especially Badam apricot, pomegranate, and grapes, as well as
wash kettle, bronze kettle, porcelain kettle, and vase are popular motifs. The artistically exaggerated objects are so
cleverly placed that they are perfectly interlinked with each other to form an organic whole.

All these features are fully included in Examples of Uygur Architectural Art. The book is an artistic treat and
spiritual nourishment, and gives the reader a sense of pride.

New achievements have been made in the building trade of the minority nationality regions. The traditional
Uygur architecture has been developing in a creative way in the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. This book
introduces to the reader the progress made in the Uygur architecture and decorative art. Still, we would be much
pleased to know your cirticisms of this book.
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Authors’ Note

Examples of Uygur Architectural Artis a collection of architectural works of art handed down to us from

ancient times. ‘
Our aim in this book is to offer to our posterity a cultural legacy that has been passing into oblivion, and to
architectural engineers a valuable reference material. . )
Most of the pictures are photo reproductions, showing the location and structure of the designs. ExQ}anatory
notes are given to the drawings, which are typically and accurately done, referring to their use and location. At the

same time, we have done our ‘best to avoid repetition with drawings that have appeared in other publications. -

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to our colleagues who have helped us in the compilation of this

album. : '
Owing to our limited ability, deficiencies in this book are inevitable. Please give us your comments.

Jori Kadir
Halik Dawut

March 1983
Kaxgar
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Yarbeixi Road, Kaxgar, built around 1937 .

25



26



27




L st

o ATEUATE e e £ ,M'-""*‘""’

e

28"



ﬂn‘-ﬂ.\ e 0’4
Q X
D 9.9

29



Ve

30



31



32



-

e

‘1”’ | o 'SI"Z‘

b

33



34




S

35



e T

Eoor

36



ANANANAAAAAMMAAAM

\Aidadadidaa NIATRARARAR SRARRAR ' TYUNS THTTHT N

AN

WW\& f‘f"fﬂ F¥

37



e




FEE & 2R A

39






== O '“.,/"‘", .“' 2
::S\\')’w‘ -}(

1
(Lt

".‘3 ) 1,‘.)

"‘\’ o, "
Do |k
, L X LIRS Y
(FUR -\" 9 =) |9
i N \
) Jf .}l!,, ..9’ a»,‘erb

FSeh ik

)

41

R L% 25kl ¢

CRHE)

(e kb)) s dide &

Wooden decorations on a beam.




ration of a porch.

arched deco

Wooden

hl.*v
um.".
=)
}
9
"..u
4
33
9
5
T
"5
3

42



OO
O X O XK

IRSRILISIIOTN 99

O =D

<
s

5 a A
— i % \/CG? % % 7 %
B FEHL B }\é g‘ .'@%I (? é
rp,% 70 %@@% 7O %&9
Two-directional Sarrap wall decoration (carved gypsum). (L.,,,,: E"S) & e v oftoas




44



0~ 05,2
//,:;6/-//)4

&R0, &, BE Doors, Windows, and Lattice Windows

=

S i 4




RN R NI
T,

mbossed door designs.

4
-

I

WAEY Z117)

A carved door.

HEAED]

46




ks

Sasas ol

Doors with embossed designs.

&2 A G761

47



An embossed glass door.

P IRTET]

48

TN T T

/ﬁt}\.ﬁ/f._..u. s vwm.l.
7 L A
W\l&n\lp\wffkkﬂ.tﬁ)

-

- L
i

—

T

=
-\
)

TTaNa

Q}J)O

A window.

1]




a)'a)oa.. 3

Doors and windows.

&5

49



oty z Ll
Al % &

Wooden lattice window.

.L;_..J

R L ""- .,

43 I g‘] L ‘T ?': TR T TR g I T T L LR 18
e R Sl W R :—L‘-,_ e e

.----A-u P

003 b sy 5453
oW SBL San Vil Mol )G

(32525000 e 2o
Cilige

CRIFEGH BT - Fok sz - Hifsb T e
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at the tomb of Sultan Sutuk Bugra Han

of the Kara Dynasty.
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A Mihrap-style wall decoration

(carved gypsum).
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Edge decorations (carved gypsum).
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with Kurgul bas-relief
(carved gypsum)
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A Kurgul decoration (carved gypsum).
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Harak-Sarrap decorations.

75



76



il

&

o

BIK & i A






79




S
.',

@)
K
A

5

AL

()
)f‘ \“'P
2\

\/

SN
‘\
%
N X

2N\

80



B






ks

)
&

®
|
=]
H
&
]
|
K
g

1C

1C

Br

ks and Glazed Br

g g
o5

built around the 15th century at Huocheng.

&, HidERL

P 5 i a. 'S ki " . R " - by .-
4 LA B S R N L3 . b % = - i [
P (3231922 4% 4% 43 onon oh o PR - e -
K o B e e B S g ...v|.4._.n.w..ﬂ..a,.u‘r..:_.....i.+..l-b\.5...u g =
S ; < st i
By ot ;

Aty v 5 ‘ -
d - M o s S S J

ety o

Tomb of Tuhluk Tomur Han

83



if

E#H

BEX

LS

Tomb of

sup Has

Yu

great

Hajip,
th

inker and

poet of the

K ara Dynasty,

at Kaxgar.

1,6

g AL

iy

]
(]
SOy

(€

werle

(o3, "“u) ‘sfjb

84




NNNNN NN,
RTINS S I TR
3 >.0 Q7 NS
N YA Y (....“....ww{
7 ()_u Y aﬂn.‘.u?}..z Gl taletd

ORI

; N
IS SIS ...&»(00) AT A A
ISSRSRNNRRANRA

FNAR A
o2

85



B DRI ST (LT WA, $ETATTISEE (oWLL s ol - 1873 v03,4isa3) 5l > FLals

Tomb of Appak Hoja, built around 1873 at Kaxgar.
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The corridor under the dome at the Appak Hoja Tomb.
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New Buildings in Traditional Uygur Style
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The Beijing Office of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, built in 1957.
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The Turpan Guest House, built in 1982.
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A private house, built in 1982.
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