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Hcinom KapuMoB

We highly appreciate [slam — our religion,
the one of our ancestors, that is abclicf and
morality, conscience and finally the basis of
our spiritual enlightenment. Giving a bricf
account of the millennial history of our nation,
his present spiritual life and religion, onc cuan
say that Allah is in our minds, in our I
Respect and faithfulness to our religion a:
eternal value for US.
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This photoalbum was issued on the initiative of
Islam Karimov, the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, on the occasion of the 10th anniversary
of Independence.

Central Asia, namely, Uzbekistan is one of the
ancient hearts of the world civilization. Even before
Islam penetrated (till the 8th century), the people of
Central Asiahad had their rich architectural and
handicraftmanship traditions.When the region was
Islamized, the local traditions were enriched with
the Islamic culture and found agreat impulse for
their further development. Science, commerce and
trade, construction and agriculture developed in an
unseen ever before rates.

Political and economic conditions, which
existed at the early periods of Islam, had apositive
influence on that process. In the 9th — 10th
centuries craftmanship, trade developed, the cities
enlarged their territories. In the centres of those
cities and towns grand magnificent buildings were
constructed. Trading centres, stores, caravanserais
were built alongside with the palaces, castles and
different offices.

Great success and patterns of architecture were
demonstrated especially in the construction of
mosques and madrassahs. Scholars and travellers,
who visited our Fatherland during that period, paid
much attention to the description of mosques and
madrassahs considering them to be the most
important buildings in those cities being the proof of
what has just been said above.

Huge and fascinating mausoleums were erected

- hear mosques and minarets, special places for
 sheikhs to perform divine services. Ensembles were

uilt on the graveyards of the saints and great

scholars. As the ¢
people, who visi ucl
to build special rc 15 ne

As aresult of mpro

'en a great number of
ly places, it was decided
vy for the pilgrims to stay.
'ment of the ecological
situation, increas. of the role of the cities there
arose ademand for the better buildings of high
quality to substitute the adobe houses mainly built
till the 9th century.

Burnt bricks began to be used in construction of
city-buildings, and they led to increase
magnificence of houses and prolong their terms of
exploitation. Such bricks, called as “muslim bricks
among the population up to the present time, were
made of the yellow clay and burnt in special round
stoves.

The oldest and the rarest among the architectural
monuments built in the new architectural style was,
undoubtedly, the Ismail Samani Mausoleum In
Bukhara (9th — 10th centuries). )

The mausoleum is a quadrangular building
constructed from the burnt bricks with a cuppla up
on its walls. This very style was applied in
Mawarannahr during the last five centurics.

That architectural solution of building design was
perfect, and this made it possiblc' to_lJFCS?,W‘;- ‘l:
during a thousand of years. Everything Is periec ]'ll
the mausoleum, prominent bricks add additiona
incomparable attraction to the building. o

It is not by chance that the _Ismall Sama ]
Ensemble was included into the list of hlstlc_)rlcaf
monuments on the territory of the Republic r(I)d
Uzbekistan and the UNESCO — of the wo

cultural heritage.

Towards tlgw end of the 10th century gls?
Karakhanids’ state replaced the Samf;“the
government. But this event did not 1nﬂhu620umry
economic and cultural development of the



greatly. The process of city-building, which started
in the 9th — 10th centuries, ended in the 11th —
[2th. Construction of the grandest buildings in the
most crowded places of the reconstructed cities was
nearly finished.In the reminiscences of the travellers
of that time the great cities like Bukhara,
Samarkand, Termez and Khivawere described as
ones rich in fine buildings with highly developed
craftmanship and trade, having a dense population
and abundant markets. :

In the 1Ith = 12th centuries the art of
constructing buildings with burned brick reached its
highest point being made in the form of an eight-
angled construction with a high facade and
fashionable cupolas.

isricks were laid in different ways: prominently,
satient, in standing or laying positions, or else the
ar of laying the embroidered bricks developed

atly.,

Even if there were general trends in the

istruments and ways of architecture, each city or
region developed its specific features.

Holy Bukhara, which was on the Great Silk
Road, remained as one of the most developed cities

1d the capital of the state of the Karakhanids.Even
[c - king at the views of the city today we can imagine
wli it architectural artistic level of the magnificent
buildings had been then.For example, on the place
where Magok-i-Attari Mosque is situated, we find a
facade of the mosque built in the 12th century. This
facade, which survived to our days, amazes people
with its matchless beauty.In the construction of the
mosque the builders made wide use of decorative
brick-laying. Among the decorations we find the
pictures of plants, different geographical figures and
art of letter writing.The talent of the masters and the
art of decorating became harmonized thus creating
specific wonderful pieces of art.

The Namazgoh Mosque (12th century), where a
lot of people got together in the Fitr and Qurban
religious holidays, is in the outskirts of the city,
firstly.It had a great yard and garden, the land was
surrounded by an old wall. At present only the
western wall and the alcove of the mosque have
survived. The wall was built according to the
traditions of that time with red and yellowish bricks
laid in the form of different figures and inscriptions
to make a decoration. In the inscriptions around the
alcove we find the words “The Property of Allah”
repeated several times, and on the wall of the arch
we find the inscriptions with the name of our
prophet Mohammed (p.b.u.h.) and his great
followers.

One of the most beautiful places of interest in the
country, therefore one of the favourite tourist
attractions, is the public mosque in Bukhara— the
Kalon Mosque.

Namely, it was built in the 12th century and

obtained today’s form in the 16th century afier it
was reconstructed. Of the architectural complexes of
the 12th century only a 50 meters high minaret buili
in 1127 — the Kalon Minaret — has survived
The walls of the minaret are furnished with
splendid relief brickwork  pattern, and it
considered to be agenuine piece of art.

The Jarkurgan Minaret (1108) near Terme
possesses its own peculiar style. The upper
the minaret is embodied with a belt wi
inscription of an oyat from the Holy Koran.5
pillars form the base of the minaret, the i«
which was ruined but the harmony, which
easily be noticed among the survived parts, gis
vivid impression of the beauty of this architect.
monument.

In the history of the archirectural art of Centr
Asia the period of Amir Timur’s ruling and th
Timurids make a specific stage.In the last quarter of
the 14th century Amir Timur, who formed a
centralized state uniting the lands of Central Asia,
Iran and the Caucasus, chose Samarkand as the
capital of his state and made up his mind to turn
Samarkand into “A pearl of the world”. The Bibi-
khanum Mosque, the Shahi-Zinda Complex, the
Gur Emir Mausoleum were the most famous and
magnificent architectural monuments constructed
during the reign of Amir Timur.The most ancient
architectural monuments of the Shahi-Zinda
Complex is the Kusam ibn Abbas Mausoleum, a
cousin of our prophet Mohammed (p.b.u.h.), and
the Khoja Ahmad Mausoleum. These mausoleums
are covered with glossy pieces of burnt adobe which
one comes through it under the facade which is
matchless in its beauty. During Amir Timur’s reign
Shahi-Zinda was turned into the Timur Mausoleum
and the people related to him: the mausoleums of
Turkan-aka (1371 — 1372), Tughlu Tekin (1375),
Shirinbek-aka (1385), Amirzoda (1386).

The facade had walls, which were decorated
with glossy pieces and prominent bricks, and
various different geometrical figures, pictures of
various plants and inscriptions were placed on two
sides of the long pass away.

Magnificent Ak-Sarai built in Shakhrisabz and
the Bibi-khanum Public Mosque, which was
considered to be the biggest one in Samarkand of
that time, are the greatest buildings in the world.
But it is regretful to say that only some parts of these
buildings have survived to our days.

One of the last architectural monuments built by
the order of great Amir Timur was agrand and
magnificent mausoleum for his beloved son-in-law
Mohammed Sulton who died in the war (1402). '_I'he
blue cupolaof the mausoleum, which harmonizes
with the sky of Samarkand, eight-angled ou!s1de
wall and four-angled inner wall, the walls devoid of
tiny decorations, the light passing through marble

17

SRt |



Ll L

and stone fonce, praying place illuminated with the
light from the outside decorated with iQ,lll\‘\ with
precious stones and gilded decorations, isan eternal
monument for the greatness and ge nius of the ruler
and statesman with aworld tame.

Magnificent attractive and wonderful
architectural monuments survived to our days from
the 15th centure which was marked as the period of
Timur and the Timurids and the epoch of the
Central Asian Renaissance. The Ulughbek
Madrassah in Bukhama (1417) and Samarkand
(1420), later — the Shahi-Zinda Complex, the
Kokgumbaz Mosque in Shakhrisabz (1435) are
some of them.

Great changes took place in the economic and
social life of Central Asia towards the 16th century.
After there was found the way to India by the sea the
Great SilkRoad, that connected the East and West,
lost its importance. Foreign links were decreased
significantly. The states of the Sheibanids,
Ashtarkhanids and later Manahits were on the
throne of the reign in Central Asia.

One of the cities, which developed considerably
in the 16th century, was Tashkent.The mausoleums
of Sheikh Khovandi Tahur and Yunuskhan, the
construction of which started in the second half of
the 15th century, were completed. The Barakkhan
and the Sheikh Abubakr Mohammed Kaffol
Shashiy Mausolems were built.

The architectural monument, which is now
called as the Barakkhan Madrassah, was firstly built
as a mausoleum for Suyunchihoja, the ruler of
Tashkent. During the reign of Navruz Ahmad
Barakkhan (1531 — 1532) it was completed
altogether and was turned into madrassah.

This madrassah is the seat of the Muslim Board of
Uzbekistan now. It is considered to be one of the
finest architectural monuments of Tashkent.

Traditions of the past centuries were widely used
in architecture of the 16th century. The Kalon
Mosque, the construction of which was completed
in 1514 in Bukhara, is famous for its super and
highly skillful decoration; and this may be used as a
proof of the above mentioned statements. The voice
of the Muezzin convoking the Muslims for morning
prayers from the Kalon Minaret could be heard in all
the parts of Bukhara.The minaret was surrounded by
a large yard, and a shed with stone pillars on the top
of which there was adome. The process of praying
took place under this shed.

Today it is impossible to imagine Bukhara
without this blue-domed mosque and its eternal
sentinel — the Kalon minaret. In 1535 — 1536
opposite the Kalon Mosque alarge hundred roomed

- madrassah was built by the prominent sheikh Said
Abdullah al-Yamani (he was called Miri Arab as a

This madrassah possesses its artistic
peculiarities, namely, its dome, coloured brick
patterns, its walls decorated with burnt adobe of
different shapes, ftacade and archs attract one's
attention immediately.

One of the domes has preserved
colour of that period,

At present the madrassah is the scat of Mir Arab,
the Islamic secondary special school of the Muslim
Board of Uzbekistan.

During the reign of Abdullakhan 11 Sheibanid
(1557 — 1598) the construction of Koshmadrassah
(2 madrassahs) was completed. One of them is
called as Modari Khan, the Khan's mother (1566 —

the seablue

1567), the second one is called the Abdullakhan
Madrassah (1388 — 1590). If the Modari Khan
Madrassah can not be distin “shed s an
architectural masterpiece, then Abdu ' ikhan
Madrassah built opposite to it nous  or its
wonderful domes and decorations faca i ..
The architectors and builders (pe  ddid
not use the existing architectu radit s in
construction of small buildings, I 0sq! and
their attempts were rather succes: The aland
Mosque and Hoja Zainiddin Mos¢ o built a1 the
16th century can be matched witi: the splendid

architectural monuments of Samarkand of the 15th
century.

Bukhara is also famous for its pond known by its
nearby areas as “Labi hovuz”. It’s 36 metres wide
and 45,5 metres long. The most prominent
architectural monument of the complex is the
Kukaldash Madrassah, which is considered to be
the biggest in Central Asia. It was built
in 1568 — 15609.

In 1620 the work carried on the bottom of the
pond Labi hovuz was cleaned and dug by the order
of Nadir Devonbeghi (the Councellor). The banks
of the pond were made from big pieces of limestone,
and trees were planted round the pond.That year the
Nadir Devonbeghi Mosque was built and in
1622 — the Nadir Devonbeghi Madrassah.

In 1652 opposite the Ulughbek Madrassah, built
235 years earlier, there arose the Abdulazizkhan
Madrassah. In comparison with the ordinary but
well-designed decorations in the Ulughbek
Madrassah the creators of the Abdulazizkhan
Madrassah made use of the wide range of
expressions in colour and methods of decorations.

If it is impossible to imagine Uzbekistan without
Samarkand, so it is impossible to imagine
Samarkand without the Registan Square. The main
architectural monument of Registan is the Ulughbek
Madrassah, built by the order of Mirzo Ulughbek, a
great scholar and grandson of great Amir Timur.
The greatest scholars and scientists of that time led
by Mirzo Ulughbek taught the students religious
and secular disciplines here.



— 0000 ©-0o———

During the 17th century two more huge buildings
were built there which gave Registan the view which
we see it today. They are the Sherdor and Tillya-
Kari madrassahs,

The architectural style and forms of decoration of
the Sherdor Madrassah (1616 — 1636) and the
Ulughbek Madrassah are identical,

In 1646 — 1660 the third building — the Tillya-
Kari Madrassah — was built in the Registan Square.
As the Bibi-khanum Madrassah became ruined
because of the years passed, the ceremony of
praying was divined in the Tillya-Kari Public
Mosque which was an unattainabale part of the
madrassah complex. The dome of the Tillya-Kari
Mosque was ruined because of the earthquakes, and
it was completely restored during the years of
inde lence. As a conclusion we may say that the
Re Square is a bright monument of the glory of
Ol IS,

political and cultural enlightening

started at the end of the 17th century

brought to the decay and loss of the

entralized statehood in Central Asia.

Dh iiod craftmanship, industry and city-

bui a slight development in the Bukhara
En Khivaand Kokand khanates.

-hitecture of Khiva differs to some extent
from tiic grandest architectural monuments on the
territory of Central Asia by some of its peculiarities
in style and artistic performance. The general
background is elsewhere painted in the blue colour
of various shades.

The majority of the architectural monuments of
Ichan Kala of the present day Khiva were built in the
19th century.

The walls, gates, trading paths, the Palace of the
Khan and lots of madrassahs and mosques create a
real Oriental scene.

The public mosque, which was built at the end of
the 17th century and later enlarged, is surrounded
by brick walls from its all four sides. There is also a
shed which is upheld by 212 wooden pillars.
According to the investigations of specialists
24 pillars belong to the 10th — 12th centuries, and
they were made in the best traditions of wood
engraving, peculiar to Khiva, and therefore they
are of avery great value from the artistic point of
view.

The Allakulikhan Madrassah (1835) was one of
the significant centres of education in Khiva. The
main facade of the madrassah, its.entrance and
some parts of wall surrounding it are the patterns of
uniqueness of the architectural traditions of Khiva.

The Pakhlavan Mahmud Mausoleum was used as

a graveyard for the khans of the Konghirat dynasty.

Pakhlavan Mahmud himself was a tradesman, poet,
a very strong man physically and a noble person. His
mausoleum and the gravestones of Mohammed

Rakhimkhan (1806 — 1825) were decorated in the
style of engraving.

The highest among the monuments in Ichan Kala
is the minaret, which was built by Islamkhoja, the
vezir of Isfandiyar in 1910, and named after him.

Though the scope of the city-building and the
artistic value of the Bukhara and Kokand khanat:
of the 19th century could not reach the level of
construction of Khiva, but still a lot of construc!
were carried out by the peculiar skill and tals
our ancestors.

During the years of Independence architc
monuments of world significance related 1o
Islamic culture such as the Kalon Mosque :
Kalon Minaret in Bukhara, madrassahs, the Ki
Bakhauddin Memorial Complex, the Regi
Square in Samarkand, the Shahi-Zinda Comp!:
Gur Emir, the Kukaldash Madrassah in Tashken:
the Zengi Ata Memorial Complex and many other
were completely restored.

The Kasim Sheikh Azizon Mausoleum in
Karmana, the Imam Bukhari Memorial Complex in
Samarkand, the graveyard of Imam Moturidi, the
Burkhaniddin Marghinoni Memorial Complex in
Marghilan and other places of pilgrimage were re-
built.

The achievements by Uzbek scholars in
researching and publishing the rare manuscripts of
the people of Central Asia and other Eastern
countries in different fields of sciences are very
notable.

Tens of thousands of pieces of writings on
history, literature, art, politics, ethics, philosophy,
chemistry, astronomy, architecture, agriculture
and other branches of human knowledge reflected
in the more than a hundred thousand manuscripts
as well as inscriptions on stones of the ancient
times, all that survived in the course of the merciless
time and today stored at the rich foundations of our
libraries, are our matchless spiritual property, our
pride. Only a few peoples in the world possess such a
wealthy heritage.

The initiatives and support of the head of our
country Islam Abduganiyevich Karimov are very
great concerning restoration, preserving the
cultural-spiritual heritage of our people as well as
the constructive work in our country. There are a lot
of monuments created by our craftmen and masters.
They will continue wondering the future generations
raising the feeling of love for their nation, religion
and Fatherland in their hearts.

EDITORIAL BOARD
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