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five-year interim period. But, because of the
elections in Israel on May 17, there was inter-
national pressure on Yasser Arafat to defer his
declaration of the Palestinian statehood until
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A Tribute to Shaikh Bin Baz

In Muharram this year, the Muslim world lost one of the great
20th Century. In the death of Shaikh Abdul Aziz
a not only lost its Grand Mufti but the Uin-
a pifted religious scholar in the mould of
vaous of men of learning and piety, an untiring and
ivist and defender of Islamic cause, who de-

ihe service of Islam and to the issues and
1, The Muslim World League mourned the
2ol Shaikh as its own loss because as the Chairmarn
titeen: and other Councils, Shaikh Bin Baz steered this
¢ orzanisation with his vast erudition, incomparable
m and good counsel to its present position. A tribute to the

scholars of i

it

gveat scholar on his sad demise by the Muslim World League.
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Eastern Turkistan, in view of its geo-strategic
position, historical background, ethnic composi-
tion and religious affiliation, is an inseparable
part of the Islamic world. The country, which
had been independent during its long history,
was invaded and occupied by China in 1876 and
since then has been treated as its colony. Mu-
hammad Riza Bekin presents an historical back-
ground of Eastern Turkistan and describes how
China is trying to impose its policies on an un-
willing population.

Eastern Turkistan

Killings in Kosova 2 _

The ongoing NATO air campaign against S
bian warlord Slobodan Milosevic, instead
bringing him to his knees, has provided hi
with a pretext to step up his reign of terro
against Kosovar Muslims, thousands of whom
have been forced to flee their homeland, seeking
shelter in neighbouring regions. To confront this
challenge, the Muslim world has readied an ac-
tion plan to alleviate the suffering of the Mus-
lims of Kosova, adopting different approaches
to deal with the crisis. Dr. Mozammel Haque re-
views the latest developments and the Muslim
response to them.




