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e 44 Organisation of the Islamic

Conference: Aslam Abdullah
interviews new Secretary-General
Shariffuddin Pirzadeh, and puis i
questions on every Muslim's minq

R g_bl Bl s

® 75 Ideology: The limiis of isiamic
journalism are explored by S
Abdullah Schleifer, who finds tha
much media behaviour contradicts
Quran and hadith

|

88

90

: 10
79 The politics of the
e ughterhouse: An advisory
==nmiltee to the UK government 12
==rls halal slaughter cruel — but are
__rcs and business being confused, at
expense of Muslims?

Muslim towns: In the first of a
——0f articles, Basil Hadithy 76
———es models of development and
— mistakes of slavishly
e 118 Weslern styles

Technology: Hi-tech in the Muslim world
— trick or treat? Political control must
rest with the users

Banking: IDB news from the 78th session
in Jcddah; ideology of Islamic banking,
ind some possible problems to be
. ne; Saudi Arabia tightens up its
siations and issues a licence to a
1ic bank

sz Troubled waters for the
{.sheries-—a valuable resource for
ping and Muslim countries is being
sald off cheap

Iainysia: A university covers both theory
nractice in a new course for Islamic

i

«fuslimis in Russia: The inside story tells of
/sternatic state oppression and a barrage
f media propaganda

islamic art and culture: Arabia interviews
Ekmeleddin IThsanoglu about the
accomplishments and plans of IRCICA in
Istanbul

Minorities: Dawa conference in
Birmingham; Urdu on trial in India; an
exhibition of Islamic literature

Science and religion: Towards a uniform
[slamic calendar

REGULAR FEATURES

On Reflection: Fathi Osman makes some
observations on Islam in the United States

Newsmonth: Nigeria's new regime;
crackdown in Algeria; China woos
Muslims; Apartheid is haram; Afghans
leave Iran; UK ban on Dhabah? The pope
confesses; Morocco death penalties;
MKO make headlines; Turkey fights child
disease

Central Asia Focus: Moscow triestofind a
false heritage for its Muslim soldiers;
Kazakhstan part 4, conclusion, the
Kazakh national identity

Personal Notebook: Abdelwahab el
Affendi brings regards from Tripoli

Books: Voices of Resurgent Islam;
Aligarh’s First Generation; Traité
Moderne de Theologie Islamique;
Hospitalité Francaise

Letter from the
publishers

Brother Abdullah Schleifer, a .
veteran American journalist who
is currently the TV consultant for
NBC and a lecturer on mass
communications in the American
University in Cairo, was the first
to respond to a request for
helping Arabia’s staff to evaluate
the magazine's editorial policy
and performance.

One of the major themes in
Schleifer’s comprehensive cri-
tique is that Arabia reduces the
whole life of the Muslims to mere
politics. As influential and
dominant as it is, politics is but
one aspect of the very rich and
diverse life of any nation.
Muslims have contributed to
modern civilisation twice. Once
by preserving and enriching the
ancient Greek philosphy, and,
secondly by their pioneering
civilisation from which much of
modern technology and science
has evolved.

Against all the odds and in spite -
of all the tragedies, today's
Muslims are making significant
contributions to the arts,
sciences, technology and various
other fields of modern life that
deserve reporting
hlghllghtmg :

This is not, to be sure, a
job for a magazine of
resources like Aral{

never
people from try
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37

39

41

47

49

50

Uganda: New blood or old hat? Obote's
replacements seem to promise little
improvement for the country’s
beleaguered economy — but Musereni is
emerging as a leader to respect

South Africa: The whites take to theirown
barricades — gun sales are up eightfold,
while advice on changing citizenship is
widespread and pricy

Lebanon: To the victor the spoils? Syria’s
grip tightens asit supplies Amal with tanks
and leads Christians to the negotiating
table

Israel: The jackboot on the other foot —
Rabbi Meir Kahane’s own brand of
militant racism is finding a solid foothold
among certain Israelis

Algeria: Worried by anincreasing interest
in Islam among its youth, Algeriais trying
a mixed — and often force-fed — diet of
western trivia and pseudo-Islamic
discourse to change their tastes

India: Despite the murder of Harchan
Singh Longwal, Rajiv has decided to go
ahead with the Punjab elections; and
important delegates find themselves
unable to attend a Muslim convention —
did Congress (I) apply pressure behind the
scenes?

Pakistan: Benazir Bhutto's welcome
home was conspicuous by its absence,
although her credibility may be boosted
by a spell of house arrest

United Kingdom: Tragic violence and an
ambiguous death result from the sectarian
splits that immigrant Muslim communities
have willingly imported

ISLAMIC FINANCE

S5

62

Editorials: “People’s capitalism” in
Turkey does not impress the IMF; the
banks pull out of South Africa in the face
of Botha's intransigence

Country Profile: Libya— A man-made
“river”, the dismissal of migrant workers,
and a longer working day are some of the
weapons in a desperate rearguard action
against advancing crisis

South A!‘rica: The black workers flex their
economic muscles, and find a new
strength in their role as consumers

® 15 Sudan File: Av
analysis of Sudan’s immi
transition to democraiic rule,
Sfeaturing interviews wit feading
figures

® 32 Tanzania: Nyerere's surp.i:2
successor, Ali Hassan Mwinyi, is ¢
devoted Muslim and the Presiden: of
Zanzibar. He inherits development
problems and an inevitable tussle with
the IMF

® 34 Libya: Repression by
expulsion as Qaddafi tries to balance
the economic books at the expense of
human hardship

R o7l & 1

® 42 Afghanistan: Mujahideen
forces repel an attempted relief of y
trapped invader's forces at Khost; a"
Mohammed Salahuddin recounts @
unique journey — as one of the firs!
journalists from the Muslim worl e
accompany Mujahideen to the ba
zone
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