


@ 12 United Nations: After forty
years the utopian dream has become
wmiddle-aged, a guardien of no more
than the status guo

® 39 Cyprus: In an outspoken
interview, President Rauf Raif

Denktash of the TRNC appeals to the

Muslim world to support his struggle
for fair representation

® 54 Islamic Banking: Prince
Mohammed al-Faisal of Saudi Arabia
reveals some of the “hidden
intellectual resources” in Islamic
economics

FORUM

® 62 Forum: A new regular feature,
in which all Islamic viewpoints may be
aired; Hussein Abdul Fattah on Islam
and Germany,; Shahid Hamid on the
economics of zakat

56

58

60

78

10

11

41

42

Banking: London’s autumn Conference
on Islamic Banking and Finance was *‘the
highest-calibre conference [of its kind]
that has taken place so far”

Banking, interview: Dr Ahmed Amin
Fuad of the International Investment
Bank, Cairo analyses the performance of
Islamic banks so far

v of Bhopal, a
:d in industrial

amodern problems: The
ifermation Conference
d on many sensitive

versity: One of the most
niversities in the western

« boast of having a promising
islamic studies centre

Singapore: While the Muslim Missionary
Society marks its fiftieth anniversary with
aspectacular building, mosques are being
demolished in other parts of town

Chinese Hajj claims: Propaganda meets
religion with government announcements
of rising numbers of Chinese visitors to
Makkah

Sri Lanka: The Malay community
received a valuable cultural boost at a
world symposium

REGULAR FEATURES

On Reflection: Fathi Osman on Christmas
and the birthday of the Prophet

Newsmonth: An Egyptian Telegraph?
Support for the Afghans; French Muslims
unite; Libyan colonel dead; The rewards
of UK racism; Turkey’s own Playboy; A
price on a homeland, SAARC —a new
““ostrich club™?

Central Asia Focus: Just how much can
one read between the lines of Russia’s
favourite Kirghiz author?

Personal Notebook: Abdelwahab El
Affendi burst the bubble of Sudan’s
communist Mahdi, John Garang

Books: Soviet Nationalities in Strategic
Perspective

Letter from the
publishers

The main objective of Arabia has -
always been to be the strong voice
of the umma in the world, and to
afford the diverse currents of
opinion a platform on which to
interact. The two functions are
closely interrelated. We cannot be
a strong voice if we are not
accepted by the overwhelming

majority of the umma as
representative.
But however impartial and

objective a committed magazine
may claim to be, it cannot
subscribe to every point of view
which is expressed by a Muslim
thinker. So if we allow all views to
be expressed without criticism,
which we have tended to do, we lay
ourselves open to criticism as
either partial, or as encouragin
confusion. :

It is to further our original
objective while avoiding such
charges that we have introduced,
starting from this issue, our Forum
section. This is a totally free
platform over which we have
absolutely no control, and in which
all genuine Muslim thinkers are
allowed to express any point of
view on any issue of vital concern
to the umma.

We were overwhelmed by the
response that we received for our
initial call for contributions to this
platform. And if things continue to
develop this way, this section may
soon extend to take over most of
the magazine. And that will not
make us at all unhappy.

We take this opportunity of
launching this section to say again
that al/l Muslims are welcome to
contribute any point of view they
wish, and to assure those who
already responded not to despair if
it takes time Dbefore their
contributions are published. For
they will be, inshallah, eventually.
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POLITICS

15 File, Muslim World ‘85: Another year of
turmoil ends for the Muslim world. With
the assistance of Ahmed Abu Junaid and
Sulayman Nyang as well as Ismael Abu
Rateb in Beirut, prominent and involved
Muslims survey the year from the
viewpoints of their specialities

16 File, overview: Suleyman S Nyang extracts
three key themes from the events of 1985

17 File, Middle East: No quiet on the eastern
front, a report from Ismael Abu Rateb

20 File, economics: Shahid Javed Burki lists
essential priorities to stop Muslim
economies lagging further in the world
prosperity stakes

22 File, science and technology: Dr Ali
Kettani, Director-general of IFSTAD
looks at the position of science in the
Muslim world

23 File, development: Prof. Fazlur Rahman
on the progress of Islam in 1985

25 Jordan: Caught between a stagnating
" economy and loss of US support, King
Hussein seems to be considering the price
of Syrian help

30 Human rights: Amnesty International’s
report for 1984/5 spares no country in its
catalogue of horror

37 Genevasummit: Star wars could well have
taken second place to agreements on how
best to deal with the growing resurgence
of Islam

38 United States: The lethargic response of
law enforcement authorities to the
assassination of ADC’s director Alex.
Odeh raises fears in the American Arab
community

ISLAMIC FINANCE

45 Editorials: Unless world demand for oil
picks up, Opec’s new year may be far from
happy; the laws of economics are hard on
Indonesia

48 Country Profile: With economies kept
afloat by emigrant-labour remittances,
the Yemenis face a bleak future — unless
they can become oil-producers, too

® 15 File, Musiizo World ‘85:
Specialists revien e vear from
political, econc: reennological and
religious standy

® 25 Jordan: King Husscin may turn
on Ikhwan to in order to open a
dialogue with Syria

® 27 Lebanon: A mass rally in
Tripoli orchestrated the defiance of
Muslims since the heavy-handed
Syrian invasion of their city

® 28 Ghana: Despite outer stability,
corruption and a censored press
remain the melancholy order of the
day




