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| mONTHLY REVIEW OF (SLAMIC
AN § ECONORICS

® 42 Food Production: US and
European agricultural rivalry has
ominous implications for Muslim
producers.

® 44 West Bank: How Israel is
destroying Arab self-sufficiency and
fostering dependence on the
occupation forces.

® 47 GCC-EEC: European tariffs on
Saudi petrachemical products could

undermine the prospects for closer ties
between the two trading blocs.

i

® 48 Sudan: Faisal Islamic Bank
gives a much needed boost to small
farmers and artisans.

48 Islamic Banking: A Sudanesc branch of
the Faisal Islamic Bank shows how to
reconcile the financial and social goals of
Islamic finance.

50 Interest-free hunkiag: The prohibition of
Ribra iz od & tv of problems
=aiiutions but the
Holy s 3 i Glation,

oth the
vernment
aGramatic

ae-1 on the launch of the

n Palestine in Londen

e 1 life is slowly enveloping
tnis traditional Isiamic society. But much
of its beauty still remains.

70 Al Juzoor: Bir Zeit University’s Student
Folk group gave a performance recently in
London.

70 Publications: A world bibliography of
translations of the meanings of the Quran
has just been published.

74 Water technology: A comparison of
ancient and modern methods.

76 Turkish films: The films of director Mesut
Ucakan, an emerging new talent, have'a
strong social message for Turkish society.

REGULAR FEATURES

10 On Reflection: Fathi Osman on
democracy in the literature of Hassan al-
Banna.

38 Personal Notebook: Abdelwahab el
Affendi comments on the distorted media
coverage of the war in Afghanistan, and
Islam in general,

58 Forum: Dr AM Kani on Islamic
movements and Muslim intellectuals with
a reply by Dr Osman.

64 Profile: Raja Garaudy, French Muslim
author and former Communist Party
official.

Letter from the
publishers

First the bad news, then the .
really bad news and then more
bad news. That is the way a
publication charging itself with
reporting the affairs of the
Muslim world finds itself
obliged to proceed.

Yet this is ‘EEid time. And
even the most hardened
pessimist among journalists
finds himself obliged to look
around for some good stories
to tell the Muslims in the
festive season. But as our
cover story shows, one has to
look real hard and in far off
places to find such a story. A
remote and very beautiful
corner of the Swat valley in
Pakistan offers the setting for
the soothing reading that we
hope the story offers. Another
story about the Turkish
cinema also offers some
encouraging news. For the
rest, we are back to our usual
task of informing you of the
truth of how the umma is still
fareing.

Nevertheless, we wish you a
very happy Eid to crown the
achievements of a blessed and
hopefully very fruitful
Ramadan for all. We hope
your prayers in the blessed
month have been exhausted by
imploring God Almighty to
send us some good news. We
badly need some, as things
show.

June 1986/Ramadan-Shawwal 1406 Arabia
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POLITICS

Opinion: How can individual Muslims
protect themselves from the onslaught of
foreign influences?

Europe: As the Muslim population in
Europe increases, so do acts of violence
and oppression against it, Ayman Ahwal
Teports,

PLO: Following the creation of yet
another splinter group, Arabia examines
the inevitable destiny of factionalism.

Syria: President Assad tries to make up
lost ground in Lebanon, while keeping

one eye alert for a possible attack from

Israel.

1916 Revisited: Dr SR Sonyel explains
how British duplicity and Hashemite
gullibility managed to expel the Turks,
and create a great schism in the ranks of
Islam.

Pakistan: Benazir Bhutto's return has
been a major boost for the anti-Zia
opposition. But can she walk in the
footsteps of Aquino?

Afghanistan: Moscow decides that a
former head of the Afghan Secret Service
should be the new people’s choice in
Kabul.

Central Asia: The Soviet press steps up its

efforts to denigrate the Islamic faith, while
China continues its attempt to assimilate

Muslim culture.

Burma: Two decades of oppression have
failed to subjugate the Muslim
community. Arabia assesses their
prospects for autonomy.

China: Will Beijing's new economic policy
lead to sustained industrial growth or will
it create new social divisions?

ISLAMIC FINANCE

Editorials: The growing friction between
the US and the EEC over agricultural
exports is threatening to undermine the
basis of agriculture in many Muslim
countries. '

Petrochemicals: Protectionism in Europe
threatens the viability of Gulf
development plans. Will the EEC bow to
economic logic or run the risk of
precipitating a trade war?

\

The Idam v'&l( cpfen Y.

o]
s

Wt \'R'

S ]

' «'i\r"\-

Secrytsolthe Swaf oty

1
I\
S

.

beauty and
Valley has led
ngs of

® 66 Pakistan: 11
serenity of the 5.
many travellers qc
Islam.

® 20 Yugoslavia: Muslims in Bosnia
draw attention (o communist
intolerance.

® 28 Nigeria: Christian reaction to
the admission of Nigeria to the
Organisation of Islamic Conference.

?,<0 31 Central Asia: How the
Georgian based Soviet media seeks to
undermine the ummah.




