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Left: Many Turkic Mus-
lims still pursue a
nomadic  existence.

Above: the family
gathers in traditional
surroundings to drink
the no-less-traditional
cup of tea

' | Nextmonth China celebrates the 31st
L ®anniversary of the founding of
“Xinjiang Wei Wu Er Zi Zi Chu™. or the
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region. But
the Turkic Muslims of Eastern Turkestan
have very little to celebrate. The decision
to set up the autonomous region rather
than fulfilling promises of sclf-
determination made by Mao was against
the Turkic Muslim’s wishes.

At the sixth Congress of the Chinesc
Communist Party in 1945, Mao Zedong
announced that after a communist
takeover in China the peoples of
Mongolia, Tibet, and Eastern Turkestan
would have the right to self-determination
and the choice between full independence
or the establishment of federated repub-
lics within the framework of a federalist
China. But Mao denied the people full
independence after seizing power.

Faced with this situation, the Turkic
Muslims of Eastern Turkestan asked to
form a federated republic. Mao also
rejected this request calling it a “demand
hostile to history™, and he upheld “that

ys been an
indivisibie China.
federated
it domination of
Chinese claim that
cd to China 2000
e at China.in order 1o

road, staged invasions of

stan as curly as 104 BC, but

warted by the native

(R TR LY the total period of
Yot 1 result of six invasions
55 years was only 157

deieat of the Chinese in

yurkestan  remained

fependen r 10 years until its
1-Chiiese Manchu

i \

;»H'ru;-..\‘
rulers. wh ime “Xinjiang”
It was officially annexed to Chinese

territory on 18 INovember 1884

When it became apparent that Mao was
taking this hard line on the possibility of
republic status, the Turkic Muslims
requested  that  the  Manchu  name
“Xinjiang™ be changed to the historical
name “Eastern Turkestan™, or if that was
not acceptable, to “*Uyguristan™. Mao also
rcjected this request and decided instead
to form an autonomous region for .

The draft programme for the
introduction of regional autonomy for
non-Chinese  peoples in  Eastern
Turkestan was formulated at the second
enlarged session of the Natonalities
Affairs Commission in December 1951
and finally ratified by the Central
Government Council on 8 August 1952. It
foresaw three types of autonomous units:
a unit inhabited by a single national
minority: a unit with one large majority
and several local minority units, having
sub-autonomous status, and a unit with
several minaritics, none of which was in
the majority.

In February 1955 a special committee
was created to prepare for the regional
autonomy of Eastern Turkestan, and in
August the provisional government
adopted a resolution calling for it. The
first  Eastern Turkestan Provincial
People’s  Congress approved  the
resolution in  September 1955 and
dispatched it to Peking, where the State
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Council and the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress approved
it on 13 September 1955, As a result the
Xinjiang Wei Wu Er Zi Zi Chu, or the
Xinjiang Uvgur autonomous region, came
into being on 1 October, 1955,

The creation of the region contradicted
Mao’s former dictum that there is no need
to divide China into federated republics,
because China has been a single, united
land from carliest times. It also allowed
for divisive policies aimed at the Turkic
Muslims of Eastern Turkestan.

The newspaper Xinjiang Ribao wrote in
its 14 December 1960 issue: “In the
Pcople’s Republic of China. the Chinese
share of the population is 94 per cent. We
are for the fusion of the peoples in China.
This process must be based on a single b \i\ th e
nation. This nation is the Chinese nation. . PAE
We have to increase the number of
marriages between the Chinese and the
nationalitics, Nobody should try to
prevent this process™.

Mao accordingly pursued a policy of
systematic assimilation of the Turkic
Muslims into the Chinese population.
Under the pretext of cultural reform the
Chinese communists eliminated the
traditional Arabic script used for almost
1000 years. Some 370,000 books written in
this script, including the Holy Quran,
Hadith. and other religious works which
Mao claimed to be “remnants of the past™,
were destroyed. Mao’s socio-cconomic
reforms drove almost the entire
population of Turkic Muslims into 30,000
communes. They were forced to marry
Chinese. and 30 to 40 per cent of children
born came from mixed marriages.

Under the pretext of unification of
national education schools operating
under the Islamic  Wagf (Islamic
endowments) were closed and the
children transferred to other schools that
taught only Marxism, Leninism, and
Maoism. Claiming that attendance at
Mosques, Islamic gatherings, and Quran
recitations “hindered production™. the
Chinese communists® prohibited the
Turkic Muslims from fulfilling their
religious duties. Throughout Eastern
Turkestan 29,000 Mosques were closed
and more than 54.000 imams and religious
teachers were arrested and tortured or
uscd for forced labour.,

The Turkic Muslims staged revolts
against  the  assimilation  policies
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