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Algerian
demonstrations

A demonstration took place 1n

Algiers on 20 April. Several
nundred people who came from the
Casbah district marched in the
greets o protest  against the
unhealthy conditions and lack of
water in their district. The
demonstrators attempted to head
for the centre of Algiers and the
headquarters of the FLN (National
Liberation Front). Police then
intervened to disperse the crowd,
using tear gas. Several pcople were
injured and a few dozen others
arrested. Incidents had already
broken out in the last few days after
the collapse of a house in the
Casbah area which had killed one

rson but these demonstrations

ad been contained within the
Casbah district.

_An official statement said the
incidents were provoked by
aguators and other irresponsible
persons and asserted that public
order shall be maintained
Whatever the consequences may
be'. According to other sources
these spontaneous demonstrations
Signitied growing unhappiness over
Socialist mismanagement and
S0cial corruption under Algeria’s
gimented one-party rule.

B~'=lh|('lr:alin Front
.0 Ctlegation of the National
:EI:ELMIO“ Front of Bahrain and
Cﬂmn:S' of the Portugese
i!ibonun|15t Party was held in
denounc ?lﬂ month. Both sides
calleg fue ‘ the US and Israel and
Withdr r't.nd to the Iran-lraq war,
awal of all foreign troops and

dismang)ip - .
Persian G EI?;{-O@E‘E“ bases in the

e elections

Pe0| le’ Clections tor the fourth
ssembly and  People's

at various levels would

0

== elween 6 and 20

Yy News &
Stroud Green Rcad,
o (Tel: 01-263 1417,
A, ltfan c0'a, London N4).

by Derbyshire Print,

Derbyshire, Great

o« OMINA U e
3 Back .~i£:1 ..= 1' “-}.'.i:" :-r.'l";‘..\"-':-r-rt:"""- ARl

A n

-
-
1
v

7

P
~
= -
4 [ e i i
g1 8 =
Y a
-
1 .
'

R

" r'.-‘:.'|.1 -""Il',.' ',"i i; ,.

\1_551..'3, i” & Ir’ B\ ; ~_;1"l. | ” e
't-:-'k . . ’ :_.- ;

Rl ¥
+ i '
. - - +
"] ]

.

o
iy |
L

5 § |

]‘;‘I ~ ':'*i %
S o "|..,,1“‘r

) _ O ety A A
:f_'l" ':I"';"'-" I :_._ ,_.: .". : “‘_I.'.i "-... :1_‘,‘1- .3l By l.r"ﬂ-.._tgf'_-".r:
o g AL e A e Ty rig ey, 3 AN o seh S SRR AN 1
ey ot B b s R
1 s - e - . & 4
. " ra ' %
oL L
[ ] T 4
o
iy "
i "
¥ :.:I"'h_ . : -

[
I

}1
I H B

i d & B |

I N B
.l
b ;

¥

: | L

r'lu .
a
LT
A ®
]
E Nl
®
L ] i
'

Republic of China under plt%:
stewardship of Dun? Xiaoping fs
¢

l_r‘ylng to correct the leftist excesses
of the so-called cultural revolution

and even rethinking some of the
holy premises of Marxism, the
adoption of the new inheritance law
of the PRC at the third session of
the Sixth NPC (National People's
Congress) on 10 April, would seem
to be a setback to the Chinese
leadership’s efforts to respect the
religious and cultural rights of its
Muslim ‘nationalities’.

For one thing the new law
restores and sanctifies the various
vights of personal income and
property as well as the right to
inherit and be inherited as well as
to bequeath and to make a will. It
1s in the manner of inheritance that
the PRC enactment comes into
conflict with the Islamic law which
1S based on more fundamental
principles concerning family and

social relationships as well as
economic responsibility, The

nearest in kin relationship come
first in the order of inheritance and
those who have a duty to support
and maintain other members of the
family are given a larger share of
inheritance. The rights and
obligations are defined and are
sacred and there is little dispute or
controversy about who should get
what.

In the Chinese law, the
inheritance will take place in this
sequence: spouse, sons and

daughters followed by brothers and
sisters, paternal grandparents and
maternal grandparents. Once
inheritance begins, the legacy Is
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_ -?ﬁque-%u,' not by the second heir.
i ?t’ r words if there is no
iving spouse, the inheritance

would stop at the
daughters would receivem 'rlliath%:;

anﬁ 50 on,
nother interesti '
that the term song a:(gi df.::: tﬁfgr :f
construed to include all children
whether born in wedlock or outside
wedlock as well as adopted and step
children, Thus while the law &ues
not allow a person to take a second
wife nor does it provide for the
unwed wife', illegitimate children
ar¢ given a right to inherit from
their illegitimate father.

. The Chinese laws also provides
lien to a person’s property on the
basis of the duty fulfilled by
him/her to the legator. Accordingly
a widowed daughter-in-law or
widowed son-in-law who has
supported his or her
father/mother-in-law would be the
first heir in sequence if the legator’s
sons/daughters die before the
legator. While the general principle
Is ‘equality’ of inheritance, ‘a heir
who has fulfilled his main duty to
provide for the legator or who has
lived together with legator
[ostensibly a mistress, boy-friend or
anyone] may be given more when
the legacy is allotted'.

The traditional Chinese law of
inheritance was mainly feudal, but
the new law too creates as many

roblems as it wishes to solve and it
is likely to add to litigation, conflict
and even violent crimes within the
family. :

Insofar as Muslims are
concerned, the total structure of

the Chinese law was in complete
negation of the norms and
hich the economic

¥

e wy E— s

and social relations of the famil
are limmulal?ly laid down i:;jl "f;]f
Quran and Sunnah, Article 13(iv)
however, says that ‘If heirs :

a
through consultation, a legacy g:;
be distributed on ap unequal

basis’, Which made it poss;

; ! possible for a
Muslim family to settle their
Inheritance through an internal but

unanimous agreement. In the event
of one single persons not agreeing
to that, the whole family would

come under the mischief of the
Chinese law. |

There is another provision
(Article 35) though which says that
People’s Congresses of nationality
autonomous localities may
formulate accommodating or
supplementary regulations based
on the principles of this law and in
the light of the specific conditions
in which local nationality people
inherit property’. On the first
glance it looks like an exception
clause through which minority
nationalities, particularly Muslims,
could derive their rights, but
this ‘accommodating’ regulation is
governed by two mutually
contradictory provisions viz (1)
‘principles of this law’ and (2) ‘in
the light of the specific conditions
in which local nationality people
inherit property’. The two are poles
apart, but given the spirit of the
‘accommodating’ proviso, it can be
assumed that the Chinese
leadership would make a clear
exception for its Muslim citizens.
Indeed it should even objectively
examine the Islamic family law as
the basis of legislation for the _whole
of China after comparing it with all
the contemporary western Or

socialist family laws. L

inherited by the first heir 1n principles on w .
attend the Inter-Parliamentary

October, the Elcctim]s
Commission announced In
Rangoon.

India moving
towards

nuclear option

India is seriously reconsidering
its nuclear policy in view ol l!l(li‘
assumption that Pakistan fll.tl
already acquired the fue
enrichment capability and was on
the threshold of making an_flto.m
bomb. The indication for this was
piven when  defence minister
Narasimha Rao sought the ?plgll_n.?'g
of the parliament on \'lcil r?nv
nuclear options for defence” A [01;
the debate on budgetary grants

his ministry.

> rs
The minister assured membe

that efforts for rapid modcrms:g:i(:rlé
of the Indian navy and perspet

plan for developmcgnzfveﬂ [ndia_a

strategic options o

distinglive e_dgc over the potent

adversaries in the
India had rqadc

implosion  (1.€.
exp[:;osion) in 1974.

region.
its first nucléar
ynderground

Iraqi opposition

claims i o
[rag's ‘Muslim revolutionaries

.ntly attacked President
gea%‘al;n?:s car with pazonka rockets
killing four of his bodyguards,
according to a Tehran _repgn.
Iranian sources further claime ha
suicide bomb attack against ll1 e
defence ministry as well as -I?'t ler
attacks against securly Ve icles
and personnel In northern Iraq.

Israel cancels : .
delegation 1O Ciske:

. [sraelt
yzen-strong
ARgHCS legation cancelled

Union Congress.

Jordan liberation

An organisation calling itself the
National Front for the Liberation of
Jordan (NFLJ) has joined the
Tripoli based command of the

Arab revolutionary forces.

Libya's other voice
The ‘Voice of the Libyan People
which used to broadcast on behalf

of the opposition National Front for

: e e
Salvation of Libya, presuma
:']::m Sudan, will now broadcast
from Cairo, according 1o Agency

France Pressc.

Kenya and
Ethiopia ties

i strengthen
to continue 10 ngthe
existing cordial relationship and

cooperation, especinlly;long their

bgl:der.

o Kenya is to :ntroduce compulsory

religious education wit!h
1986. ;

effect from
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"’tieafﬂ'&;‘? qnken driving ANSEMEERSE (TOlEe say that a g OWing number : -vae.’i na'li,“;;li% ‘:.iiﬂi’-‘ Somneck, director of i?
om0 e ~ AUBtrans < on }';’i,;#;f':'-:""’5?:‘?*-’;‘-7“‘;— T Ol cages i lation 1o aid suicidal
el € aan the [SESIFAW. themsalves dalifes T d8¢ 30 annually -._. % POINted out that while ctofier: e oo &
‘llrﬂ “wngﬁw hav: 53,1&“‘ ‘j“kni ﬂ ‘; dl ) ?:;:[:‘f?i_t',f.‘x__!.-.;’:ff;ff;_.L'--:;"'f?-_'rF b d libera ely in f"ﬁ'ﬁié}_;rzm Kill that an average 426}” t. wr;'l" Statistics shov ,"5
L1 it S 000 capital commit syici oD\ Annually in the
e mn 1S Samost costly museum in - These suicide bids are aff the mare ... | 500 attempted suicigo. < Ccidl figure of
0 iwldil)ﬁﬁ“'l’ﬁ““‘“ from going into- people, R aE R g« ~ The reason is tht Austrian doctors !

s scologist press "roccupies a special p not bounq by law, as they are dobilens
! lw ; o _ f?c‘e- . }Vencrealdlsease to report su ‘:;:
, )'Nueill p
: gy Mark ( Dec
' : - ouctL: 1 Abou! 1,000 students demonstrated %
__ Street demonstrations in X side the Xinjiang reg i
the first known protests eadquarters in Urumgi d .

ndicate a groundswell

A puclear (EStS, Gobi desert, 450 km

Reth 0% B MO0ADNA RS aRAR ™ o

mﬂ'aih t:d d l l l l u

.

Ten days later, several hundred Uighur

it lespite five years of growing st
§ 'Y v ' tth ' - ' . # . i
'ﬂ{dlSﬂ“‘"'"‘; ' 1 diplomats said on Fri- . They also called on Peking to stop dump-
pnﬁ}ﬁfi‘}" WeSLert INg convicts in their remote desert regié)n !
s wts. reflecting a wide and to relax harsh birth control measures i
oy said the protests, . affecting the region’ '
T vances, had been met with a e : gion's seven million Muslims.
jonge 01 £ ‘de from the central govern- ore than half the total population A
$:

@

3 4 " » A _:ﬁ
% “me of the issues now being debated students made similar demands in a demon-
-Blll-lls}g[[‘ccts were highly sensitive, the 5"_3‘,'0" In P eking, prompting the Foreign 15
S p Ministry to issue a statement defending its |

o ocenid. and if the protests continued :
golomats said, & I nuclear policy.

~mmment’s tolerance could not be <N L | T ' : 9T _
lh: go;;rmgl:'mwd AN | China exploded its first atomic bomb at
[akeTl : : 3 JEE Ny | : o
i the past week, students from the gl T ok | _ Lop Nor in 1964 and has since developed a
‘ * range of land and submarine-based nuclear

Mulim Uighur minority have mounted
‘et demonstrations in Peking and Shan-

missiles.
The Foreign Ministry said that. while the

=7 & M - = -_r r et ‘!'."l.',--- "-.
_....:-,l-.-.......-l- Ly =

ghai to oppose severql govcrpmfn!_polu:lcs : =—— .. Chinese government wanted nuclear .
n e home province of Xinjiang el ' d  weapons banned and destroyed, “in the !
f!hl_ﬂﬂﬁ.:ﬁ”aleglf border with the Soviet present international situation, it is neces-
nion. . Wy _ e ek sary to conduct a small number of nuclear
Egrher. starting in Scplcmher. students n ' e e tests to safeguard China's security.”

‘fking and other cities staged protests , = : : i h‘ be i
aanst nsing food prices, official corruption Deng Xiao-ping X SpOkesma[? Saldh rj%tate i efi S ﬁ

wd what they saw as excessive Japanese . Shcwr tha nopnacigha een;.«:que gy |
dfence on China's economic develop-i i ST SN ESCONOMIE SO e e A S ane ‘
ment, ~That demonstration was put down firmly [t is most unusuak for the Foreign Minis

In Apnl, scores of former Peking resi- try to issue a statement In response to a

! M i a b & " have been - L L -
Genis exiled to remote provinces during the QUtSTACTULYRATC thire seeumrs gk Yoty street protest such as this,” one Western
Glwral Revolution nearly 20 ; no further reactionsi.one Westeiicip 0;‘1 d{ diplomat said
' 20 years ago L A Y ey R : be to dea '
icheted the citv ke R satd. "Peking’s policy seems (o _ _ ! :
o S, €ty hall for IAELEEIH). AL carefully wi[l% these protests and not with a But the reassurances did not appear to

fflun:n 0:the capital to live. pacify other Uighur students in Shanghai.
(hl_n_ex appealed directly to Deng Xiaoping. who blocked the city’'s main shopgmg ‘s‘treet
43:10p leader and architect of the The first sign of Uighur unrest was o0 o Thiursday, waving banners saying Stop

into a concentration camp.”

No police action was reported in any of
the demonstrations.

But while the Chinese leadership seems
united on the necessity 10 test nuclear
weapons, the diplomat said, the e_zfl:llelr |
anti-Japanese ‘demonstrations raised n.s,u.-.,; .
at the heart of Deng's open-door policy a:nh
reflected opposition voiced even in hig
Communist Party councils.

I he protesters demanded an end to what

heavy hand.™

they called “the second Japanese invasion. E“
meaning the 'hug'Q\ \gvel of imports from
Japan, as well as official corruption and
C L ; Fe E
sharp hikes 1n food prices. i
The leadership tOOK the protests iq :
ariously that it sent two ofits rising stars, L1 |
il i1 bby student leaders 1
Peng and Hu Qili, to lobby ¢ Sis {
1o defuse potentially explosive tenst s il
Ten years ago, such prmestera}voudd l He
have bgen dealt with sO lightly. he added.
|
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Xinjiang I Harsh, Remote Land *& 272 L

R By [.ena H. Sun R
?"1 "y f_' Washingtoe Post Foreign Service ,;*’ﬂ”;
A A T T e F;")-‘:- 'J-:-f." .
. URUMQI, China—With its harsh terrain of moun- ;i k
| . - - . v Dy
| tains and deserts and rich mineral resources, China's s

i | | “Xinjiang will become China’s California,” said Wang
gﬁﬂ“i#;{g’ _l;fr]mao, first- party secretary and the region’s top po-
7 litical and military leader. Wang, 71, toured Califorma,

| .+~ Texas and Arizona in October. Interviewed here in the
| provincia! capital of Urumqi (pronounced Ooloomoo-
chee and meaning “fine pasture” in Mongolian), he pre-

‘«dicted that China's development will probably follow

st e T that of the United States, proceeding from east to west.
A asrd - Xingiang, formerly spelled Sinkiang, (pronounced Shin

" far northwestern province of Xinjiang has often been

-

- -'Jeahng) means “new frontier.” It is the largest province
“ .+in China, occupics one-sixth of the nation’s total area

ghanistan. :

combined. [t is here that China tests its nuclear weap-

ploit these natural resources to fucl the countrys

likened to America’s Wild West. |

‘But the comparison that the province's top officiais
are striving for these days i1s not with the American
frontier of more than 100 years ago, but with that of
the late 20th century.

Donkey cart passes & recently renovated Xinjiang mosque.

and is bigger than Britain, France, Italy and Germany | .
trom Peking each year. Measures of education rank it

920th among China’s 29 provinces and autonomous re-

gions, local officials say.

Within the province lies

entire caravans have been known to{x-l” e
trace. Staries aboul the harshness ot hif¢ I

common throughout China that graduatiog 5{"{1&?::
about to be assignéd their first jobs by th_e: gove :‘lll::lre-
t}H\ of 1ir concera that they may be sent 10 SUE

100,
wote and desolate reg!
1 See MINJIANG, A:il. Col. |

ons and keeps a wary eye on its borders with unfriendly

neighliors — SOV ' ia. Mongolia and Af- : .
Zhirs the Soviet Union, lncid ¥ONBLS: a vast acean «. sand m which

Uit ' ERE y | auish withoul a
Xinjiang is also believed to be rich in deposits of otl, ¢

coal and rare minerals, and China's leaders hope to €x-

planned modernization. 5
Historically, because of its distance from 1_ ¢kl \
uncasy relations between the Chinese and Indigenous

b . . . % r " L] - | s
ethnic minorities, Xinjiang has lagged far behind

ng and

heighboring inland provinces. It receives huge subsidie 6
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