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Xinjiang, short for the Xinjiang
Uighur Autonomous Region, is situated
in the northwestern border of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China with an area of
more than 1.6 million square Kkilo-
metres, occupying onesixth of the
country’s total area. It has a population
of over 12,56 million with the Uighur
nationality in the majority, 5.64 million
in number, the next being the Han
nationality whose population in this
region is 5.22 million. Besides, there are
more than ten minority nationalities in

the region, namely, the Kazak, the Hui,

the Mongol, the Kirgiz, the Xibe, the
Tajik, the Ozbek, the Daur, the Tatar,
the Man, the Eluosi, etc . .

The autonomous region's capital
Urumgqgi has an area of 48 square kilo-
metres with a population of 10 thou-
sand in the city proper. Urumgi is the
centre of the region’s communications,
politics, economy and culture.

Xinjiang is surrounded by mountains
with the Kunlun Mountains and the
Altun Mountains in the south, the
Pamirs in the southwest and the Altay
Mountains in the north. The region is
separated in the middle by the Tianshan
Mountains into two parts, namely south-
ern Xinjiang and northern Xinjiang
which are of different physical geograph-
ical features. In northern Xinjiang, there
is the Junggar Basin, in which there is
the Gurbantunggut Desert, the second
largest desert in China. The Tarim Basin
in southern Xinjiang is the largest inter-
ior basin in the world, and the Taklima-
kan Desert in it is the biggest desert in
China, also the second largest in the

AS B H-E-WAE S EA YN, Bumper harvest of .cotton for the Uighur

world. The water source of Xinjiang
comes from different mountain areas
which belong to the Altay Mountains
river system, the Junggar Basin interior
river system, the Tarim Basin interior
river system and the mountain depres-
sion interior river system. Xinjiang is
well far from the oceans and the annual
precipitation in the region is 145 mm. It
is characterized as temperate Zone con-

tinental climate. .

Xinjiang has a vast area abounding in
natural resources. Its main mineral re-
sources are as follows: petroleum, coal,
iron, gold, manganese and jade. Xinjiang
has more than three thousand varieties
of wild plants, of which over three
hundred kinds have economic value,
such as Lop-flax, Russian dandelion,
asparagus, ferula asafoetida, fritillaria
thunbergii, licorice roots, saussurea
involucrata, etc. There are also many
wild animals of economic value, such as
wild camels, wild asses, marmots, minks,
muskrats and deers.

In Xinjiang, there are a number of
places of historic interest and scenic
beauty which are attractions for visitors
at home and abroad. Among them,
there is the well-known Tianchi Lake
situated on the northern slope of Mount
Bogda of the Tianshan Mountains, east.
It is an alpine lake with its water surface
1,890 metres above sea level. The Tian-
chi Lake itself is a wonderful sight of
charm and gentleness. Afar, there is
endless snow and nearby, green and
luxuriant are the pines everywhere. On
the shore of the lake, forage grass is
growing exuberantly and bright moun-
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Grave of Xiangfei (an
ancient imperial
concubine) located
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tain flowers are in full bloom. Itin
is a fascinating place for visiting.
parable with the Tianchi Lake are -
Sayram Lake and the Bayan Buluk, ¢
For generations the _people of Xinjig
have created a varied culture and
glorious history. The world-reng ]
Kizil Grottoes of Buddha Images
Baicheng County enjoy equal populari
with the grottoes of Longmen D
huang and Yungag. Nearly ten thousa
square metres of frescoes are prese
here, and only next to Dunhuan?, it
the largest site of cultural remains
Buddhism in Xinjiang. Other remains
ancient culture are the Kumtula Grot:
toes in Kupa County, the Ancient City
of Gaochang, the Ancient City of Jiao:
he, the Ancient City of Loulan and™
quite a number of ancient tombs.

For the past thirty years, great
achievements have been gained in the
socialist revolution ans socialist con- |
struction in Xinjiang. With the imple-
mentation of the Party’s policy of re-=
gional national autonomy and the sup- |
port by the central authorities with =
manpower, material resources and fin- |
ance, national equality within the re-
gion has been realized and national |
unity has been consolidated, and as a
result, great changes have taken place in ‘
politics, economy and cultural under-
takings of all the nationalities there. The |
present area under cultivation is 48 |
million mu, of which 44 million mu are
paddy fields or irrigated land and cereal
crops, mainly wheat and maize, cover |
about 77%. More than fifty reservoirs |
have been constructed with a storage
capacity of 5.1 billion cubic metres, the
actual irrigated area being 39 million |
mu. As for animal husbandry, Xinjiang j
has grasslands with a total area of seven
hundred and fifty million mu which can
feed more than 60 million heads of
livestock. In the region, there are 551
staterun farms, forestry farms, stock-
raising centres and fishery centres.
State-owned economy of agriculture
and animal husbandry accounts for one-
third of the total agricultural economy
of the region.

Xinjiang was very backward indus-
trially before liberation and there were
only several scores of small factories
with out-dated equipment at that time. .
But now it has 3,965 factories and |
enterprises, of which enterprises belong-
ing to ownership by the whole people
number 1,968 and 44 of them are large
and medium enterprises. The industrial
sectors such as steel, nonferrous metal, |
electricity, coal, petroleum, chemistry,
cement, automobile, agricultural
machinery, cotton and wool spinning,
machine-processed sugar, machine-made



paper, cigarette industry, crude salt,
articles of everyday use, etc. have been
established so that a socialist industrial
foundation has been laid initially. Com-
munications and transport undertakings
have also developed rather swiftly. The
railroad open to traffic is more than one
thousand kilometres whereas bus service
covers twenty three thousand and eight
hundred kilometres of highways. The
route of civil air service is as long as
eleven thousand and five hundred kilo-
metres, of which the route inside Xin-
jiang is five thousand kilometres or
more,.

As Xinjiang was backward economi-
cally and it was very hard to get to
before liberation, its cultural and educa-
tional undertakings were like-wise very
backward. After liberation, in line with
the development of its economy, it has
a rather swift development in culture
and education. In pre-liberation Xin-
jiang, there was only one university and
the total number of middle and primary
schools was one thousand or so with the
students at school numbering 200 thou-
sand. Now ten universities have been set
up in Xinjiang and there are 11 thou-
sand middle and primary schools and

schools of higher learning with students
at school numbering 1.2 million.

Before liberation, there were only 54
medical institutions in Xinjiang with a
contingent of medical personnel num-
bering three hundred or so and there
were barely two hospital beds per ten
thousand persons on an average. Now
there are 2,752 medical institutions
throughout Xinjiang with a contingent
of medical personnel numbering 83,987,
and there are fifty hospital beds per ten
thousand persons on the average.

There are 93 art ensembles and a film
studio in Xinjiang which also has librar-
ies with 1 million copies of books of all
kinds.

After the downfall of the Gang of
Four, in particular, since the implemen-
tation of the eight-point character prin-
ciple of the readjustment of our nation-
al economy put forward by the Third
Plenum of the Party Central Committee,
there has been a big. boost in every
economic sector of the autonomous
region. In 1980, the total output value
of industry and agriculture reached 5.82
billion yuan, a 10.1% increase as com-
pared with 1979. The total output value
of agriculture reached 2.33 billion yuan,

an Increase of 8.8% over the previous
year whereas the total industrial output
value amounted to 2.489 billion yuan,
an increase of 10.9% as compared with
1979.

With the rapid development of the
production of industry and agriculture,
there is a substential growth of source
of goods throughout the region with
the total volume of retail sales of
commodities amounting to 3.058 billion .
yuan in 1980. The supply of agricultural
means of production as well as manufac-
tured goods for daily use for the rural
market have also been increased in a big
way, and it is especially the case with
medium and high-gade consumer goods.

The living standard of the people of
all nationalities of Xinjiang has been
enhanced impressively. In the year of
1980, each commune member through-
out the region earned a total sum of
110 yuan, an increase of 7.4% over
1979 while a worker or staff member
working in the state-owned enterprises
earned 914 yyan on the average in the
same period, a 15.1% increase as com-
pared with the previous year.
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Flame Mountain
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Urumgi airport
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Kunlun Hotel in Urumgqi
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People's Theatre of Urumgi
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