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Publisher’s Note

Years of Trial, Turmoil and Triumph—China from 1949 to
1988, edited by Zong Huaiwen, is the first book on modern
Chinese history published by the Foreign Languages Press. To
implement the policy of opening to the outside world, China
needs to understand the world and the world needs to understand
China. This book is to help foreign readers learn about New
China from the process of history. Between October 1, 1949 and
December 1978, and especially in the twenty-one years since
1957, with class struggle being taken as the key impetus, leftist
leanings in the economy, constant political movements and high
targets and arbitrary orders in economic construction,.not as
much progress was made as should have been done. China was
still an underdeveloped, backward country. At the end of 1978,
the Party Central Committee began correcting leftist mistakes in
an all-around way and shifted its focus to socialist modernization.
It introduced the policy of reform, opening to the outside world
and invigorating the economy. This policy has proved successful.
Now China is adopting important measures to fasten and deepen
the reform. It will open further to the outside world; strive to
realize the modernization of industry, agriculture, national de-
fence and science and technology; and build China into a weal-
thy, democratic and civilized country. This is the rough course of
China’s social development in the past forty years.

This book is divided into four parts, following the course of
China’s social development. The first part looks back at how New
China was founded, covering mainly the period from October
1949 to December 1956. The second part describes political and
economic issues between January 1957 and April 1966. The third
part gives an overall, systematic and accurate description of the
ten-year “cultural revolution,” which lasted from May 1966 to



October 1976. The fourth part deals with the period from Noy-
ember 1976 to April 1988, giving an especially detailed descrip-
tion of China’s reform and policy of opening 10 the outside world
in the past ten years.

In compiling this book we adopted a realistic attitude. While
talking of China’s progress and achievements, we did not gloss
over the difficulties and shortcomings, We did our best to ensure
that all information in this book be real, all viewpoints be
objective, comprehensive and based on facts, We hope that
through this book foreign readers will obtain an accurate picture
of China and a more comprehensive understanding of modern
Chinese history.

The bibliography at the back of this book lists our major
sources of information, which are also good reference materials
for further studies of modern Chinese history. Twenty-one pho-
tographs with captions are chronologically placed in the text.
There is also an'index at the back of the book.

This book was first compiled several years ago. In 1984,
Professor He Qin and Lecturer Wang Shunsheng from the Peo-
ple’s University of China wrote a draft. Based on that draft and
some newly added materials, we compiled this book. Here we
would like to express our gratitude to everyone who contributed
to the publishing of this book. It would not have been possible
without their hard work and determined efforts. Any remaining
€rrors are our sole responsibility.

The Editors
Foreign Languages Press
May 1988
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